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ABSTRACT

Istinganah Ikhlasul Amaliah, 2023. “ TEACHER’S STRATEGIES IN TEACHING
ENGLISH VOCABULARY FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS OF
CHILDREN WITH MENTAL RETARDATION IN SLB NEGERI
BANJARNEGARA IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2023/2024”. Thesis, English
Education Department, Cultures and Languages Faculty.

Advisor : Atin Kurniawati, S.Pd., M.Pd

Keywords : Teaching Startegy, vocabulary, Teaching Vocabulary, Student
with Special Needs, Mental Retardation, SLB

The research is to describe vocabulary teaching conducted by the teacher to
the ninth grade of mental retardation students of SLB Negeri Banjarnegara in the
academic year 2023/2024. The objectives of this research are (1) To find out the
teacher strategies in teaching English vocabulary to children with mental retardation
at SLB negeri Banjarnegara in the academic year 2023/2024. (2) To describe the
prombles faced by teacher's in teaching English VVocabulary of children with mental
retardation at SLB Negeri Banjarnegara in the academic year 2023/2024. This
research was conducted on 31 January 2023 until August, 01 2023 for the ninth
grade of Mental Retardation Students at SLB Negeri Banjarnegara in the Academic
Year 2023/2024.

The design of the research is descriptive qualitative research. The subjects of
this research were the English teacher's of ninth-grade C that consisted Mental
Retardation students consisted 1 teacher. The data were collected from the
observations, and interviews and documentation. The techniques of analyzing data
were collecting the data, reduction the data, data display, and conclusion
drawing/verification. This research used methodology triangulation.

The result showed that (1) the strategies used by the teacher in teaching
vocabulary to the mental retardation students are using translation, games, making
task, drilling, picture, sing a song, and gesture. (2) There were the problems faced
by teacher in teaching English Vocabulary for CSN of children with mental
retardation at SLB Negeri Banjarnegara in the academic year 2022/2023 are: (1)
teachers have difficulty in making lesson plan. (2) deliver learning materials on
CSN. (3) determine learning methods. (4) Inviting CSN to work together. (5) there
is no special teacher of English teachers from PGLB (Pendidikan Guru Luar Biasa).
(6) Learning problems of children with mental retardation.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

Access to education for everyone is the key word that everyone has the
same opportunities and rights as citizens without exception. This is as stated in
Law of the Republic of Indonesia No. 20 of 2003 article 5 paragraph (1)
concerning the National Education System which reads "Every citizen has the
same right to obtain quality education” The statement contained in the article
affirms that all Indonesian children (under any circumstances) have the right to
receive quality education. Thus, education no longer belongs to a particular
society or group. Even children who are categorized as Children with Special
Needs (CSN) can get guaranteed quality education by the government. To fulfill
the right of citizens to obtain quality education, schools cannot prevent anyone
who has the desire to go to school, including CSN. Therefore, CSN has the same
right to study in any school, whether in a regular school or a special school that
handles CSN.

In general, the educational goals to be achieved in CSN are not much
different from normal children in general, namely becoming whole people, but
specifically the purpose of education in CSN emphasizes more independence
and survival. The achievement of the special education process is marked by the

formation of self-reliance in CSN so that it is not too dependent on others in



carrying out daily activities and has life skills and its existence can be recognized
by the community as social beings who need each other. And by providing equal
opportunities to CSN in obtaining education and teaching, it will help them in
forming personalities who are educated, skilled, independent, and able to blend
in with normal people and the surrounding community.

CSN is a child who has its own uniqueness and is different from children
in general. According to Heward in Desiningrum, (2016) CSN is children with
special characteristics that are different from children in general, without always
showing mental or physical disabilities. CSN is characterized by lower or higher
physical, emotional, and intellectual superiority among other children. With the
uniqueness possessed by CSN, they often cannot align themselves to be jointly
involved in the learning process.

One of the CSN categories mentioned by Government Regulation No. 72
of 1991 and IDEA is mental retardation. Mental Retardation is an individual who
experiences intellectual barriers with a level of intelligence or Intelligence
Quotient (IQ) below average (affective, cognitive, and psychomotor)
characterized by the inability to adapt behavior both to themselves and others.
According to Waulandari, (2016) intellectual barriers are characterized by
significant limitations in both intellectual functioning and adaptive behavior in
the conceptual, social, and practical adaptive skills domains that occur before the
age of 18 years. The American Association of Mental Deficiences categorizes
the 1Q level of Mental Retardation children into 4 categories, namely, (1) Mild

Intellectual Impairment (1Q: 50-55 to 70); (2) Moderate intellectual impairment,



( 1Q: 35-40 to 50-55) ; (3) severe intellectual impairment (1Q: 20-25 to 35-40);
(4) severely impaired (I1Q below 20-25) (Syafira et al., 2022).

In general, the learning process in mental retardation children is focused
on self-development and socialization abilities. Most children who experience
intellectual barriers do not receive services and depend on their families to
survive and thrive. The learning process in moderate and severe mental
retardation children is focused on being able to train, which means that mental
retardation children with moderate and severe categories are trained in self-
reliance so as not to depend on others. While the learning process in mild mental
retardation children can be focused on being able to educate. Being able to learn
or teach means that the learning process of students can be directed at student
abilities, such as reading, writing, and arithmetic. In addition, the learning
process is also directed to form social skills such as communicating and
interacting to build social attitudes in society.

Along with the times, the use of foreign languages is one of the important
aspects to master a field. Especially for the use of English which is indeed an
international language. So that English becomes an important language to be
learned by every individual without exception, both by CSN and even mental
retardation children. In the realm of education in Indonesia, English is one of the
elective subjects developed in the Merdeka Belajar curriculum at the junior
secondary level.

In foreign language learning there are four competencies that must be

mastered by learners, namely listening, speaking, reading, and writing. In order



to master these four competencies, it is necessary to master adequate vocabulary
in addition to mastery of grammar. Vocabulary is one of the components of
language and it can be said that language would not exist without vocabulary.
Teaching English vocabulary is not something that can be done easily in
CSN, especially mental retardation children. This is because mental retardation
students experience obstacles in developing their intelligence, making it difficult
for them to learn language both orally and in writing. The barriers vary greatly
depending on the level of mental ability he has. Obstacles in language skills
experienced include, minimal vocabulary, poor speech or vocals, the quality of
the language used is not in accordance with the chronological age, and limited
ability to understand abstract words. Teaching English vocabulary to mental
retardation children becomes more complicated than normal EFL students,
because students have problems grasping the meaning of vocabulary. The
obstacle that is often faced by mental retardation students in learning English
vocabulary is that they easily forget what they have learned. They also have
problems pronouncing words because English words are written differently to
the way they are pronounced. As a result, mental retardation students are easily
bored and forget about the vocabulary they have learned. That is why the
vocabulary mastery of the mental retardation student is low. Of course, this is a
challenge for a teacher in teaching vocabulary to mentally retarded students.
Therefore, in teaching English vocabulary, a teacher needs to have a special
strategy, special tools, special methods, as well as a special curriculum. So that

in the learning process, mental retardation students can easily understand and



master the vocabulary taught well. Learning English vocabulary in mental
retardation students aims to introduce some basic vocabulary and understand
some simple expressions that will be used daily in the activity of the social
process.

SLB Negeri Banjarnegara is one of the special education schools for CSN
children located on JI Raya Kenteng Rejasa, Sub-district. Madukara,
Banjarnegara Regency Provinci Central Java. Before conducting research, the
researcher first made observations at the school. The researcher began by
conducting an interview with an English teacher at the school on February 31,
2023. Researchers chose SLB Negeri Banjarnegara because this school is the
best school for CSN in Banjarnegara and to analyze how English learning
strategies, especially in vocabulary learning.

Based on pre-observations that have been made at SLB Negeri
Bnjarnegara on Tuesday, 31" January, it is known that teaching English to
mental retardation childrens in class IX-C SLB Negeri Banjarnegara focuses on
recognizing basic vocabulary about concrete nouns, such as number, color,
animals, fruit, family, part of body, and things around us. Teachers revealed
having some difficulties in teaching vocabulary to mental retardation students.
As revealed by Miss A, mentally retarded children have difficulty in reading
vocabulary, this is because the writing and pronunciation of each word is
different. In addition, the low memory of students causes them difficulty in
recalling the vocabulary that has been taught. Teachers also experience problems

related to the inadequate number of educators, plus the mismatch of learning



outcomes provided by the government with the conditions of students in schools.
The learning outcomes provided by the government are considered too high for
mentally retarded children in the school, making it difficult for students to follow
learning. This makes teachers finally design learning outcomes independently
and adapted to the conditions of students at school.

There is one teacher who teaches English in seventh grade C of SLB
Negeri Banjarnegara. where the teacher is also the homeroom teacher of the
class. namely Miss A. At SLB Negeri Banjarnegara, teachers who are
responsible as homeroom teachers are also responsible for teaching all subjects
including English, except sports and Islamic religious education. This is due to
the lack of teaching staff at SLB Negeri Banjarnegara. Furthermore, the number
of students in IX-C as eleven. Of the eleven students, there was one student who
could not read and write. This is because in that class there are two types of
children with mental retardation, namely mild and moderate types. This school
has also implemented the latest learning curriculum, namely the independent
learning curriculum. Which in this curriculum, gives the largest portion to skills
subjects. Because the learning projection for CSN is independence. So that
students are prepared as graduates who are ready to work and can be
entrepreneurial.

Three relevant studies are related to this study. First, the thesis by Alfufatin
Nabilah ( The State Islamic University Sunan Ampel Surabaya, 2022 ) entitled
: “Facilitating Mentally Retarded Students in Learning English Vocabulary

through Rolling Ball Media at SLB BC Sasanti Wiyata Surabaya”. The result of



this research shows about procedure for using Rolling Ball media as a method in
teaching English vocabulary to mentally retarded children consisting of several
steps, namely. The teachers introduce the rolling ball media, the teacher explain
the rules of the game, the teacher ask students to make a group, the teacher ask
students to determine the first player. Each student take turns moving forward to
roll the ball, students are asked to pick up the paper based on where the ball fell,
students are asked to open a mystery paper, and then they asked to translate he
vocabulary they get in front of the class.

The second, research by Syafira et al. (2022) conducted to Nasional
Journal of Cultura and Lingua Vol. 3 No. 2, May 2022 entitled : “Analysis
Vocabulary Mastery of Mentally Retarded Children 9 Years Old at SLB Negeri
1 Ranah Pesisir”. The research shows that mild mental retardation children are
able to understand 200 vocabulary words out of 300 basic vocabulary given
while severe mental retardation children are only able to understand 40
vocabulary words out of 300 basic vocabulary given.

The third, research by Lestari et al. (2022) conducted to Nasional Journal
of Linguistics and Language Teaching Vol. 8, No 1, July 2022 entitled : “English
Teacher’s Difficulties in Teaching Vocabulary to Students with Learning
Disabilities”. The research shows that some of the difficulties experienced by
English teachers in teaching English vocabulary to students with a learning
disabilities are teachers have difficulty in asking students to remember English
vocabulary, attract students' attention, control student pronunciation, manage

learning time, and find the right strategy.



Thus on three previous studies, the research equation that researchers want
to do is to discuss each other about teaching vocabulary to mental retardation
students. While the difference from the three related studies above is the research
that researchers want to do more on the strategies used by teachers in learning
English vocabulary and problems faced by teachers in teaching vocabulary of
mentally retarded children.

Based on the explanation above, the researcher has decided to analyze the
teacher strategies in teaching English vocabulary for mental retardation students
in seventh grade at SLB Negeri Banjarnegara in academic year 2022/2023 .
Vocabulary is the one subject of the English language which used to start the
student studying English. VVocabulary is part of basic English learning that will
help in mastering the material.

So the researcher will analyze the teacher’s strategies when teaching
English vocabulary in the class. The researcher interests to conduct a research
entitted “TEACHER STRATEGIES IN TEACHING ENGLISH
VOCABULARY FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS OF
MENTAL RETARDATION IN SLB BANJARNEGARA IN ACADEMIC
YEAR OF 2022/2023 «

. Identification of the Problem

Based on the above background, the problems that researcher encounter in
the field include :

1. Mental retardation students are difficult to read and spell English vocabulary.

2. Mental retardation students are difficult to remember the English vocabulary.



3. Lack of educators who teach in SLB Negeri Banjarnegara.
4. The discrepancy of learning outcomes provided by the government with the

condition of Mental retardation students in SLB Negeri Banjarnegara.

. Limitation of the Problem
Researcher needs to limit the research to be conducted. This is intended to
avoid major problems and help researcher to focus in research. Referring to the
background of the problem and problem identification, the researcher will focus
on teacher strategies used in teaching English vocabulary and problem faced by
teacher in teaching English vocabulary children with mental retardation at the
junior high school level (SMPLB) at SLB Negeri Banjarnegara for the academic
year, 2023/2024. This research only focused on one group of students, namely

class 1X-C students of SLB Negeri Banjarnegara which amounted to 11 students.

. Formulation of the Problem
From the background above, the problems that can be formulated in the
form of research questions are :

1. What are the teacher’s strategies applied in teaching English vocabulary to
children with mental retardation in SLB Negeri Banjarnegara in the
academic year 2023/2024 ?

2. What are the problems faced by the teacher in teaching vocabulary to
children with mental retardation in SLB Negeri Banjarnegara in the

academic year 2023/2024 ?
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E. Objectives of the Study
Based on the description of the problem formulation above, it can be
known the objectives to be achieved in the research as follows :

1. To find out the teacher’s strategies in teaching English vocabulary to children
with mental retardation at SLB Negeri Banjarnegara in the academic year
2023/ 2024.

2. To describe the problems faced by teacher’s in teaching vocabulary of
children with mental retardation children in SLB Negeri Banjarnegara in the

academic year 2023/2024.

F. Benefits of the Study
From the results of this study is expected to have the following benefits :
a.  Theoretical Benefits
1) To develop science, especially those oriented to learning English
vocabulary in mentally retarded children.
2) To study more deeply about learning for mental retardation children.
3) To enrich scientific treasures in the field of education, especially in
English teacher strategies in mental retardation children and as input for
future research.
b.  Practical Benefits
1) For Headmasters
a) As information and evaluation for schools.
b) Can be used as a reference in learning English at SLB Negeri

Banjarnegara.
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c) Encourage schools to improve the quality of English learning.
d) Overcoming difficulties encountered in carrying out the process of
teaching English vocabulary.
2) For Teachers
a) Can provide consideration and input for English teachers in order to
apply appropriate and appropriate learning strategies so that the
subject matter can be received and mastered properly by students.
b) Motivate teachers to improve student teaching methods and
strategies.
c) Can know the steps in dealing with difficulties during the learning
process.
3) For Researchers
a) As material for information and experience as a prospective educator
to increase and expand understanding of teacher strategies in
learning English vocabulary in CSN of mental retardation.
b) The problems felt by researchers can be answered with satisfaction
because the research was carried out alone.
4) For Readers
a) As a reference or consideration for other researchers to conduct
uniform research.
b) As an additional insight and knowledge in the world of Education,
especially regarding teacher strategies in learning English

vocabulary in CSN of mental retardation in Special Schools (SLB).
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c) Can contribute in the field of education in general and education for
CSN of mental retardation in particular regarding the right strategies

in the process of learning English vocabulary.

G. Definition of Key Terms

1. Teaching Strategies
Teaching strategy is a comprehensive approach to learning in managing
learning activities to deliver subject matter systematically in order to achieve
predetermined learning objectives effectively and efficiently Nasution (2017)

2. Vocabulary
Vocabulary is the sum of all words in a language, which are also words that
a person has, knows, and uses in speaking, listening, reading or writing
(Widya et al., 2018). Mastery of vocabulary is one of the abilities that must
be mastered in learning English in order to understand and build English
sentences correctly and well.

3. Teaching Vocabulary
Teaching vocabulary is the first step for the students or learners who want to
learn English. It is impossible for someone who learns English without
knowing vocabulary. The more the students gain and know the words, the
more they understand and it makes them easier to speak and share ideas to
others Nation (2008) in Adnyani & Dewi (2020) .

4. Student with Special Needs of Mental Retardation
Children with Special Needs (CSN) is defined are children in terms of mental

characteristics, sensory abilities, communication, social behavior, or physical
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characteristics Zaitun (2017). There are various types of children with special
needs, one of which is mental retardation.

Mental retardation means that the condition of an individual who has
intellectual abilities is below average followed by weak adaptability in
various aspects of life and this condition can be recognized before a person is
18 years old Evanjeli et al., (2018).

. SLB / Special Education School

SLB or Sekolah Luar Biasa is Education for students who have a level of
difficulty in following the learning process due to physical, emotional,
mental, social abnormalities, but have the potential for intelligence and
special talents Suparno, (2007). SLB Negeri Banjarnegra is one of the schools
for children with special needs located on JI. Raya Kenteng, Rejasa, Kec.

Madukara, Banjarnegara Regency, Central Java 53482.



CHAPTER I

LITERATURE REVIEWS

A. Theoretical Review
1. Teaching Strategy
a. Definition of Teaching Strategy

According to Muchtar, the word strategy comes from Latin, namely
'strategia’ which means the art of using a plan to achieve goals. In general,
a strategy is a tool, plan, or method used to complete a task Nasution,
(2017). The term strategy is often used in many contexts with different
meanings. In the context of education, the strategies applied in learning
activities are referred to as learning strategies. In this case the learning
strategy can be interpreted as a plan that contains tools, methods or a series
of activities designed to achieve certain educational goals. According to
Sanjaya Wina (2007), the term strategy, like many other terms, is used in
many contexts with meanings that are not always the same. In the context
of teaching and learning, strategy is defined as a general pattern of teacher-
student behavior in the embodiment of teaching and learning activities
Nurhasanah, (2019).

Understanding of the term learning strategy cannot be separated
from other terms, namely approaches, methods, and techniques. The four

terms have a relationship with each other in the learning system. The

14
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meaning of each term also needs to be understood well so that there is no
overlap between the meanings of one and another. Sudrajat in stating that
the learning approach is a point of view or direction of view on learning.

Method is a thorough planning related to the selection, sequencing,
delivery of learning material, as well as providing corrections if learners
make mistakes in learning, which is based on the approach that has been
chosen. Learning techniques can be interpreted as the way that a teacher
implements a specific method.

Nana Sudjana said that teaching strategies are "tactics™ used by
teachers in carrying out the teaching and learning process, so that they can
influence students to achieve learning objectives (Asrori, 2016). Learning
strategies consist of methods, techniques, and procedures that will
guarantee that students will actually achieve learning objectives. This is in
line with the opinion of Pribadi (2009) which says that learning strategies
must contain an explanation of the methods or procedures and techniques
used during the learning process. That is, methods or procedures and
learning techniques are part of the learning strategy.

Dick and Carey in Santinah (2016) explains that learning strategies
consist of all components of learning materials and procedures or stages of
learning activities that are or are used by teachers in order to help students
achieve certain learning objectives. According to them, learning strategies

are not only limited to the procedures and stages of learning activities, but
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also the entire arrangement of material or learning program packages that
will be delivered to students.

From the above understanding it can be concluded that the learning
strategy is a plan of action (a series of activities) which also includes the
use of methods and utilization of various resources or strengths in learning.
This means that in the preparation of a new strategy up to the process of
preparing a work plan, it has not yet reached action. Strategies are
structured to achieve certain goals, meaning here that the direction of all
strategic formulation decisions is to achieve goals, so that the preparation
of learning steps, the use of various facilities and learning resources are all
directed towards achieving goals. But before that it is necessary to

formulate a clear goal that can be measured success.

b. The Components of Teaching Strategy
According to Hamruni (2002) the components of teaching strategies

are consisting of :

1) Teacher

Teacher is teaching agent, so that in this matter teacher is the
important point. Teacher can manipulate other components of
teaching strategy cannot manipulate the teacher. The teaching
manipulation purposes is to make students environment to the
expected environment from teaching learning process, that finally

make students reach an expectation standard competence. in teaching



2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

17

manipulation, the teacher must be based on curriculum which

implemented.

Student

Students are component that do study program to improve ability to

reach study goals.

Purpose

Purpose is base to determine strategy, material, media, and teaching
evaluation. So, in teaching strategy determining purpose is the first

thing that must choose by the teacher.

Teaching Material

Teaching material is media to teach teaching purpose. According to
Suharsini (1990) teaching material is core component in teaching

process.

Method

Method is a generalized set of classroom specification for

accomplishing linguistic objectives. Methods be concerned

Media

The plural form of the term "Medium" is media. Many things around
us are media, such as television, computers, pictures, radio, and

newspapers. Certain media are used in the teaching learning process
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to convey knowledge to students in education. This is referred to as

media education.

7) Evaluation

Evaluation is a component of the teaching learning process that allows
teachers to know the outcome of their expectations. Summative and

formative evaluations are both possible.

8) Situation or environment

The teacher's teaching strategy is influenced by the environment. In
this context, situation refers to situations and physical conditions such

as climate, school, location, facilitation, and others.

c. Strategies in Teaching Vocabulary
According to Thornbury (2002), there are many kinds of strategies
that can be applied to teach vocabulary. These strategies are as follows:
using translation, games, guessing from context, and using dictionary, and
making task

1. Using translation
Translation is the most widely used method of presenting the
meaning of a word in the monolingual class. Although translation is a
quick and simple method of expressing words. It is open without any
problems. First, translating terms isn't always easy. Second, although it
can sometimes feel too simple for students, translation encourages them

to engage with language.
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The right approach is very important in the teaching and learning
process, and this is not limited to the expertise of the teacher because
many students find learning vocabulary a tedious task. To help students
remember new vocabulary with new, English teachers need to improve
their vocabulary teaching. If words are presented in a way that is easier
to remember from the start, students will have an easier remembering
them.

. Games

Games are other activities that help students with their
vocabulary. In word games, the teacher taught by displaying pictures of
artists, animals, or things. Teachers can use a variety of games,
including scrabble, flashcards, word cards, bingo games, and others.
Students could learn vocabulary in a more enjoyable way by playing
word games. It also increased their motivation to learn new words.

. Guessing from context

Guessing from context is one of the most useful skills that can be
acquired and applied by learners both in the classroom and in the
classroom. What's more, this seems to be teachable and applied easily.
This is also a technique that we have already emphasized, even without
us realizing it when reading L1. When trying to conclude the meaning
of words in a second language, most students have difficulties, because
they are less confident in understanding the context compared to their

understanding in L1. As a result, they tend to be less dependent on the
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context. Thus, the vocabulary 'guesswork' needs to be integrated as
often as possible into text-based activities, such as reading or listening
for comprehension. It works best when the reader has developed a
general or core knowledge of the text. Recommended steps for guessing

from context are these :

1) Decide the part of speech of the unknown word-whether, for
example, it is a noun, verb, adjective, etc. Its position in the sentence
may be a guide, as might its ending (e.g. an -ed or -ing ending might
indicate it is a verb).

2) Look for further clues in the word's immediate collocates - if it is a
noun, does it have an article (which might suggest whether it is
countable or not)? If it is a verb, does it have an object?

3) Look at the wider context, including the surrounding clauses and
sentences - especially if there are 'signposting’ words, such as but,
and, however, so, that might give a clue as to how the new word is
connected to its context. For example: We got home, tired but elated:
the presence of but suggests that elated is not similar in meaning to
tired. Compare: We got home, tired and down bearted.

4) Look at the form of the word for any clues as to meaning. For
example: downhearted is made up of down + beart + a participle
affix (-ed).

5) Make a guess as to the meaning of the word, on the basis of the above

strategies.
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6) Read on and see if the guess is confirmed; if not and if the word
seems critical to the understanding of the text - go back and repeat
the above steps. If the word does not seem critical, carry on reading.
Maybe the meaning will become clearer later on.

7) When all else fails, consult a dictionary.

. Using Dictionary

Using dictionaries is a manual strategy. teacher Ask students to
find the difficult word in dictionary. Dictionary, can be used as a last
resort when strategies' guessing out of context failed. But they can also
be used productively, both for producing text and as a resource for
word-taking. The benefits depend on the student's ability to access the
information contained quickly and accurately. Training students in
using dictionaries effectively is important because many students may
not be familiar with dictionary conventions, even in their own language.
This training also gives them the means to continue to master old words
after their formal study program is completed.
. Making task

Making tasks are tasks that teachers can assign to students to help
them move words into long-term memory. Some of these tasks will
require more brain work than others. That is, they will be more
cognitively demanding. The tasks on which, the learner makes
decisions about words can be divided into the following types, roughly

arranged in order from least cognitively demanding to most demanding:
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1) Identifying. Identifying words simply means finding them where
they may otherwise be 'hidden’, such as in texts.

2) Selecting. Selecting tasks are cognitively more complex than
identification tasks, since they involve both recognising words and
making choices amongst them.

3) Matching. A matching task involves first recognising words and then
pairing thern with-for example a visual representation, a translation,
a synonym, an antonym, a definition, or a collocate.

4) Sorting. Sorting activities require learners to sort words into different
categories. The categories can either be given, or guessed.

5) Rangking and sequencing. Ranking and sequencing activities
require learners to put the words into some kind of order. This may
involve arranging the words on a cline: for example, adverbs of
frequency (always, sometimes, never, occasionally. often, etc). Or

learners may be asked to rank items according to preference

The more types of tasks you can perform on a set of words, the
better. In other words, the identification task can be followed by the
matching task, which can further be followed by the ranking task.

Based on the theory of Thornbury (2002) it can be seen that there
are five strategy that can be used by teachers in learning English

vocabulary to students.
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2. Vocabularies

a. Definition of Vocabulary

According to Norbert Schmitt in Dede Gustian (2021) vocabulary is
a basic of a language; it is very important to be mastered first. We cannot
speak well and understand written materials if we do not master them. No
matter how successfully the sound of a foreign language is mastered,
without words to express a wider meaning, communication in a foreign
language is impossible in any meaningful way. Based on the above
opinion, it can be said that vocabulary is one of the most important aspects
in learning a foreign language. With a limited vocabulary, someone will
also have a limited understanding in terms of speaking, reading, listening
and writing. That's because, it is impossible to learn a language without
mastering vocabulary.

A language cannot be separated from the presence of vocabulary.
Vocabulary refers to the richness of the words of a particular language.
This is in line with the opinion of Nurgiantoro (2016) which states that
vocabulary is a wealth of language that is owned by (found in) language.
Vocabulary is a very important component that can even be called a key
in learning a language, because the richness of a person's vocabulary
determines the quality of that person's language skills.

Kridalaksana define vocabulary is a component of language that
maintains all of information about meaning and using word in language.

Vocabulary is one of the main components of a language. If someone
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wants to be able to communicate, they must master it. This is pertinent to
Richards and Renandya (2002) assertion that vocabulary is a crucial parts
of language proficiency because it forms the bulk of a learners ability to
talk, listen, read, and write. Mehta in Pratiwi Rahmadhani (2015)
emphasize this principle as well, stating that the development of
vocabulary is the most crucial step in learning a language. Without
vocabulary, it is impossible for someone to mastering the language skills
('listening, speaking, reading, and writing)

Vocabulary is the total number of words that are needed in
communicate ideas and express the speakers’ meaning ( Siregar, 2016). It
is clear that a vocabulary is a list of words that are used to communicate in
a language and are understood.

Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that vocabulary
is the entire word owned by a language used by a person or also a speaker
to speak, listen, read, write. This vocabulary has an important role in
language teaching. Because vocabulary mastery is very influential in
language skills.

The most important aspect of learning a language is its vocabulary.
It is impossible for students to read, write, and speak a foreign language if
they do not have a sufficient vocabulary. Learning new vocabulary entails

not only memorizing the word's form but also comprehending its meaning.
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b. Kind of Vocabulary

Vocabulary varies across the four language skills of listening,
writing, reading, and speaking. A student will typically absorb listening
and speaking vocabulary before moving on to reading and writing
vocabulary. However, in practice, the process may differ, particularly in
foreign language teaching. Before processing speaking and listening
vocabulary, reading vocabulary may become the first stage.

According to Jo Ann Amberoid and Mary Lee Field (1997) classify

into active and passive vocabulary .

1. The active vocabulary consists of words that are completely understood
by listeners and writers. They are the words that can be remembered
and used at any time in a speech or writing situation and it is also called
as productive vocabulary. In practice, active words are those that we
can use without stopping and forcing ourselves to remember when
writing or speaking (Dakhi & Fitria, 2019).

2. Passive vocabulary refers to words that are not completely understood,
so they are rarely used in writing and speaking and also called as
receptive vocabulary. As a result, it is possible to conclude that passive
vocabulary is a prerequisite for active vocabulary (Dakhi & Fitria,
2019).

According to Downing (2006), English vocabulary is traditionally

classified grammatically based on terminological categories. There are
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four types of word classes or parts of speech: noun, verb, adjective, and

adverb. The following are some examples of vocabulary:

1. Noun
A noun, according to Colman (2005), is the name of something: a thing,
a person, a place, or even a feeling or a state of mind. For the example,
man, conference, book, work, coffee, Saturday, Jessica, office, girl,
boy, bed, etc.

2. Verb
A verb is a word that expresses an action or state of being as well as the
time it occurs. The verb expresses action, events, processes, and so on.
A complete sentence must include at least one verb, such as run, read,
wash, dance sweep, sing, write, and etc.

3. Adjective
Adjectives are words that provide additional information about a noun
or pronoun. Before a noun, an adjective can be used. According to
Jackson (2005), adjectives denote: size (large, small, etc.), color (blue,
red, etc.), shape (oblong, square, etc.), appearance (pretty, nice, etc.),
evaluation (commendable, reasonable, etc.), and so on, whereas Dykes
(2007) states that adjective means to add the characteristics of
something in the grammatical sense.

4. Adverb
According to Jackson (2005), an adverb denotes manner (cautiously),

time (soon), direction (along), and many other things. According to
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Dykes (2007), an adverb is a word that adds meaning to any other word
except a noun or pronoun (that is the job of an adjective).

According to the explanation above, each expert in each book has a
different way of classifying the type of vocabulary, because everyone has
a different way of expressing and communicating their opinions and ideas.
Some of them emphasize vocabulary to the items that learners can use
appropriately in speaking or writing and to the language items that learners
can recognize and understand in the context of reading and listening and
some of them classify vocabulary that they have made are different, but
the point is the same, because their classification is based on the different
side and aspects.

c. The Important of Vocabulary

One aspect of the language that should be learned and taught is
vocabulary. It will be difficult to master the language if you do not master
or understand a certain number of vocabularies. Before teaching other
aspects of language, the first step is to teach vocabulary.

It is critical to teach vocabulary. It is critical because without
vocabulary, students cannot communicate, write, understand the meaning
of sentences, or understand what others say.

Vocabulary is an important part of language because we need several
words to convey ideas when we speak a language. So that people

understand what we mean. There are two important types of vocabulary :
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a. Language has two forms: spoken and written. Both require vocabulary
to develop their existence.

b. In fact, vocabulary is one of the four essential language skills.

As a result, vocabulary is more important for production than

recognition when learning English as a foreign language.
3. Children with Special Needs of Mental Retardation
a. Definition of Children with Special Needs

CSN is defined as a child with special characteristics that are
different from children in general without necessarily showing mental,
emotional, or physical disabilities ( Heward 2003, in. The specialties they
have make CSN require special education and services to optimize their
potential perfectly (Daniel P. Hallahan, 1991). Those included in the CSN
include, among others, the blind, the deaf, the mentally retarded, the
quadriplegic, the disabled, learning difficulties, behavioral disorders,
gifted children, children with health problems.

CSN is also known as excellent. Exceptional children are defined as
children who are different from ordinary children in terms of mental
characteristics, sensory abilities, communication, social behavior, or
physical characteristics. With this difference, CSN requires modifications
in activities in schools or special education services so that they are able
to develop to their maximum capacity.

Susan and Rizzo in Suharsiwi. (2017) defines children with special

needs as children who are significantly different in various important
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dimensions of their human function. they are physically, psychologically,
cognitively, or socially hampered in achieving their goals/needs and their
potential to the fullest, including those who are deaf, blind, have speech
disorders, physically disabled, mentally retarded, and emotional disorders,
also gifted children with high intelligence, can be categorized as a
special/extraordinary child, because it requires trained handling from
professionals. Mangunseong (2009) states that deviations that cause
different CSN lie in differences in mental characteristics, sensory, physical
and neuromuscular abilities, social and emotional behavior,
communication skills, or a combination of two or three of these things.

Based on the several definitions given by the figures above, CSN can
be defined as an individual who deviates from the average normal child in
terms of physical, mental, intellectual characteristics, sensory and
neuromuscular abilities, social and emotional behavior, communication
skills, or a combination of the two. or some of the above, which causes
CSN to require special education or services aimed at developing
children's potential to the fullest.

b. Definition of Mental Retardation

Mental retardation students is a term used to refer to students or
people who have intellectual abilities below average. In Indonesian, terms
that have been used, such as weak brain, weak memory, weak mind, mental
retardation, mentally retarded, mentally disabled, and mentally impaired (

Widiastuti & Winaya, 2019). In foreign literature it is known as mentally
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retarded, mental deficiency, mentally handicapped, feebleminded, mental
sub normality and others (Moh. Amin, in Widiastuti & Winaya (2019).
The term actually has the same meaning which describes the content of
children who have intelligence far below average and are characterized by
limited intelligence and inability to social interaction.

According to Bandi (2006) Mental retardation are individual who
has significant intelligence is below average and accompanied by an
inability to adapt to behavior that appears during the development phase.
Public Law in Suharsiwi (2017) Mental retardation is a condition of
generally below average intellectual ability, which is accompanied by a
deficit in adaptive behavior, which occurs during the developmental
period, and has a major effect on a child's educational performance. More
specifically, the American Association on Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities (AAIDD) explains that mental retardation indicates significant
limitations in functioning, both intellectually and adaptive behavior that
are manifested through conceptual, social, and practical adaptive abilities.
This condition appears before the age of 18 years (V, 2009)

The American Phychological Association (APA) which was
published through the Manual of Diagnostic and Professional practice in
Mental Retardation in 1996, stated about the limitations of mental
retardation. The limitations of this APA can be interpreted, that mentally
retarded children are children who have significantly limited intellectual

functioning, and limited adaptive functioning. This condition occurs
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before the age of 22 years. The difference between APA and AAID lies in
the age at which mental retardation appears, namely before the age of 18
years (limits from AAIDD) and before 22 years (APA) (Damastuti, 2020).
If these limitations are put together, it can be said that the limitations of
intellectual function and adaptive function appear before the age of 18-22
years.

Based on the standardized test of Individual intelligence, below
average ability is an 1Q score of 70 to 75 or lower. Adaptive behavior
deficits are limitations in two or more adaptive skill areas covering the
following areas: communication, self-care, housekeeping, social skills,
community living, self-direction, health and safety, academic skills, and
use of leisure and work time. These limitations refer to skill limitations
related more to functional application than to other circumstances such as
cultural differences or sensory disturbances. Developmental age is the age
before 18 years.

It can be concluded that mentally retarded children are children who
have intellectual abilities below average than in general which are
characterized by limitations in intellectual functioning and adaptive
behavior that occur before the age of 18-22 years and have a major

influence on children's educational performance.
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c. The Classification of Mental Retardation

It is important to classify mentally retarded children to make it easier
for teachers to develop programs and carry out educational services, Based
on the level of 1Q and abilities in daily life, The American Psychological
Association (APA) classifies children with mental retardation into 4 levels,
namely mild retardation, moderate retardation, severe retardation, and
profound retardation. (Kusmiyati, 2021).

Table 2.1

Classification of Mental Retardation Based on 1Q Score

Classification IQ Range
Mild 55-70
Moderate 40-55
Severe 25-40
profound <25

1. Mild Retardation (1Q 55-70)

Soemantri (2007) refers to the mild retardation group as Moron
or Debil children. The characteristic of mild mental retardation children
is that they are children who are able to educate, when viewed from an
educational point of view. They also do not show any striking physical
abnormalities, although their physical development is a bit slower than
the average child. Their height and weight were no different from other

children, but they were lacking in strength, speed, and coordination, and



33

often had health problems. They can still study in public schools,
although slightly lower than the children in general. Usually the
attention span is short making it difficult to concentrate for long periods
of time. They sometimes experience frustration when asked to function
socially or academically for their age, so that their behavior can be bad,
for example acting out in class or refusing to do class assignments. They
sometimes show shyness or are reserved. However, this can change
when they are included to interact with other children. Outside of
education, they can do some skills without having to get supervision,
such as self-care skills, such as eating, bathing, and dressing.

. Moderate Retardation (1Q 40-55)

The characteristics of moderate mental retardation children are
that they are classified as capable of training, where they can be trained
for certain skills. Although they often respond long to education and
training, if given appropriate educational opportunities, they can be
educated to do jobs that require certain abilities. They can be trained to
take care of themselves as well as some simple reading and writing
skills. When employed, they need a protected and supervised work
environment.

Moderate mental retardation children have limitations in
remembering, generalizing, language skills, understanding concepts,
perceptions and creativity, so they need to be given tasks that are

simple, short, relevant, sequential and made for their success. They
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show physical abnormalities which are congenital symptoms, but these
physical abnormalities are not as severe as those experienced in
children in the severe and profound categories. Often they have
problems in physical coordination and social situations. They also
showed disturbances in their speech function.

. Severe retardation (1Q 25-40)

Those who belong to the severe level will show many difficulties
and problems, even in special schools. Therefore, they need careful
protection and supervision. They require continuous maintenance and
service. In other words, severe mental retardation children are unable to
take care of themselves without the help of others even in simple tasks.
As a result, they are rarely employed and have very little social
interaction. They also have speech disorders. In addition they can only
communicate vocally after intensive training. Other signs of physical
abnormalities are the tongue protruding frequently, along with
salivation. The head is slightly larger than normal. Their physical
condition is also weak.

. Profound Retardation (1Q < 25)

The characteristic of profound retardation is that they have very
serious problems, both regarding their physical condition, intellectual
function and the right educational program for them. Generally,
children with mental retardation at a profound level experience brain

damage and physical abnormalities, such as hydrocephalus, collism and
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so on. They may still be able to walk and feed on their own. However,
their speech and language skills are very low. Although they may say a
few simple phrases, their social interaction is very limited. Other
physical abnormalities can be seen in the head which is bigger and often
shakes. Their self-adjustment is also very poor, there are even children
who always need the help of others because they are unable to stand up
on their own, so they need intensive medical services.

Based on the explanation above, it shows that the lower the child's
intelligence, the greater the guidance or assistance needed.

d. Characteristics of Mental Retardation

Mental retardation is a condition where the development of
intelligence experiences obstacles so that it does not reach the optimal
development stage. James D. Page in Setiyatna (2015) divides the
characteristics of mental retardation into two, namely general
characteristics and special characteristics. The general characteristics of
mental retardation children are as follows:

1. Academic Development (Cognitive Aspect)

The learning capacity of mental retardation children is very
limited, especially their capacity regarding abstract matters. They learn
more by parroting (rote learning) than by understanding. Day after day
they make the same mistake. They tend to avoid thinking. They have

difficulty concentrating, and have little interest. They also tend to forget
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quickly, find it difficult to make new creations, and have a short
attention span.
. Social/Emotional Development (Affective Aspect)

In association with mental retardation children cannot take care
of themselves, maintain and lead themselves. When they are young they
must be assisted constantly because they are easily mired in bad
behavior. They tend to socialize or play together with children who are
younger than them.

His life experience is limited. They are also unable to express
pride or awe. They have a personality that is less dynamic, easily
swayed, less charming, and not broad-minded. They are also easily
suggested or influenced so that it is not uncommon for them to fall into
bad things, such as stealing, vandalizing, and sexual violations. But
behind that, they all show good perseverance and empathy as long as
they get service or treatment and a conducive environment.

. Physical/Health and Motor Development (Psychomotor Aspect)

Judging from the structure and function of the body, generally
mentally retarded children are the same as other children. However,
they experience developmental delays, for example, they can only walk
and talk at an older age than most children. Stance and movement stiff,
even among many who experience speech impediments. This
abnormality is not in the organs but in the information processing center

in the brain so that they see but cannot understand what they see, he