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MOTTO 

 

 

For Indeed,  with hardship comes ease. 

Indeed, with „that‟ hardship comes „more‟ ease. 

( Q.S Ash-Sharh 5-6) 

 

 

Start with Faith, Execute with Sincerity, Finish with Happiness. 

 

 

 

 

“We need a little adab than a lot of knowledge”  

(Abdullah Mubarok) 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Beti Rahayu.2023. An Analysis of Students’ Ability in Writing Argumentative 

Essay of Second  Semester of  English Education Program at UIN Raden Mas 

Said Surakarta in the Academic Year 2022/2023.Thesis. English Language 

Education, Culture and Language Faculty. 

Advisor : Maria Wulandari, M.Pd. 

 The objectives of this research were to identify the students' ability in 

writing argumentative essay and to find out the difficulties faced by students in 

writing argumentative essay of students of  second semester of  English Language 

Program at UIN Raden Mas Said Surakart in academic year 2022/2023 

 The method used in this research is the descriptive qualitative method. 

There were 30 students of  second semester of  English Language Program at UIN 

Raden Mas Said Surakarta who were chosen as the sample participant of this 

research and selected through purposive sampling technique. Two instruments 

used in the research are documentation and questionnaires. To       analyze the data, 

the researcher identified errors in students' writing test essays categorized 

according to the assessment rubric of Jacobs et al. (1981) and put the score in the 

table criterion of writing score by Cohen (1994). 

  The findings showed that students‟ ability in writing argumentative essay 

was at the good level category, with the average score of 73.8. However, 

according to the result of the data, students had some difficulties in writing 

argumentative essay. The finding of the analysis revealed that students made most 

errors in terms of language use with the average score of 16.19  and mechanics 

with the average score of 3.47 and categorized as fair to poor. The causes behind 

these difficulties are the lack of students in practicing writing and also lack of 

knowledge in grammatical form. Therefore, to overcome these problems, students 

should learn writing more because their ability in terms of language use and 

mechanics are still low and teachers should provide more opportunities for 
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students to practice their writing and develop strategies, media as well as learning 

methods which focus to the aspects of language use and mechanics that will 

improve the students‟ ability, particularly in writing argumentative essay. 

Key words : Students ability,Writing, Argumentative essay. 
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CHAPTER I 

 INTRODUCTION  

A. Background of the Study 

  Language is surely the most important tools of the communication 

 in human life. It is how people communicate and interest with others. By 

 language people can share their ideas, experiences, feelings, and their 

 needs to each other by spoken and written. 

  With the written ,every single  person can express about what they 

 feels and nowadays, everyone gradually realize that writing ability has 

 become an important skill to be mastered by those who want to be 

 recognized in the global world. 

  Writing is one of the English skills that is taught in the secondary 

 educational level in Indonesia. The requirement of writing is none other 

 than many benefits students able to grasp in advancing writing, such as 

 getting more information, knowledge, and science. As conveyed by 

 Latulipe (1992), writing shows the ability to express ideas and convey 

 messages using alphabet, punctuation, and spaces, which helps the reader 

 understand the writing (Yulansari, 2019). 

  Meanwhile, Nunan (2003) also describes writing as a work of 

 formulating ideas and working out how to convey them through simple 

 paragraphs and statements to the reader (Rahmawati, 2018). In conclusion, 

 writing is a significant written form that comprises the writer‟s idea that 

 should deliver purposes. The writer also needs to use the correct 

 vocabulary, grammar, even text formation in their writing so that the reader 

 will get the purpose conveyed. 

Writing is a complicated skill that must be mastered (Muhtar et 
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al., 2020). The ability to write is more complex than other language 

skills. However, Puspita (2019) stated writing academic is more 

challenging than only writing other kinds of writing. 

In Indonesia English as a foreign language has been taught 

formally from the primary level up to University level. In university the 

students  study  about academic writing, it was clear, coherent, focused, 

organized, and evidence- backed. Its purpose is to help the understanding 

of readers (Toba et al., 2019). Furthermore, according to AlMarwani 

(2020), academic writing refers to the unique style of expression used for 

academics to interpret the intellectual scope of their discipline and their 

areas of knowledge. Academic writing features include a clear structure, 

the use of the third person rather than the first person's point of view, a 

clear focus on the research topic under examination, and proper choice of 

words. Academic writing is written to express the appreciation of the 

analysis of complicated theories or concepts by a group of academic 

experts. 

In the process of teaching and learning English, there are four 

language skills that must be achieved and competence by students, they 

are listening, speaking, reading and writing. Listening and reading are 

receptive skills, while speaking and writing are productive skills. 

Writing is the basic skill that when we study english language, the 

writer need to focus on the using grammar, vocabulary, or structure 

correctly. Because writing is the mental work of inventing ideas, thinking 

about how to express these ideas into written, and organizing the 

sentence become a good text. 

When we study about writing in english language for academic 

there are some types of essay in writing. Some major of essay namely : 

Descriptive essay, definition essay, compare and contrast essay, cause 

and effect essay, narrative essay, process essay, argumentative essay, 

critical essay, expository essay, persuasive essay. 
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  The essay that will be identified in this research is argumentative. 

 An argumentative essay is written opinion in which  the writer expresses 

 their ideas with supporting knowledge (Barbee, 2015). The point in 

 writing an argumentative essay is to explain an argument or statement, 

 which can be equivalent in developing the content of writing (Wingate, 

 2012). 

  The  purpose of an argumentative essay is to convince the reader 

 through written form. In writing an argumentative essay, two things should 

 be paid attention to. First, topic. Developing a topic for the essay will be 

 easy if the writer already knows the topic. Still, some which unfamiliar 

 with the topic will have a hard time continuing the writing.  According to 

 Campbell (2002), the issue with students in writing is that  they can not put 

 their ideas and information on paper because they are frightened that their 

 thoughts cannot be written properly in terms of vocabulary and grammar. 

Argumentative essay is a written work where you can present 

your ideas, arguments, advantages and disadvantages about the given 

topic, argumentative essay should be written in a formal style. 

Argumentative essay it is a kind essay, we not only give information but 

also present an argument with the supporting ideas and opposing ideas of 

an argumentative issue. We should clearly take our stand and write as if 

we are trying to persuade an opposing audience to adopt new beliefs or 

behavior. The primary objective is persuade people to change beliefs that 

many of them do not want to change. 

In preliminary research in English Language Education Program 

of second semester at UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta, the researcher 

finds that many students have problems in writing an essay. Because the   

second semester students are still learning in essay writing, so the 

preliminary research find from the minor aspects have been revealed 

regarding students‟ writing, namely paragraph organization, dictions, and 

vocabulary misspelling. Further findings show that several reasons 
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contribute to students‟ weaknesses in   essay writing based on a record of 

their perspectives. Grammatical problems always happen when they 

write an essay. Furthermore, the students still passive when in writing 

class. In addition, the students do not understand to construct a good 

writing, especially in essay. 

Writing an argumentative essay is not easy. In reality, a number 

of students in University had less achievement in writing. Based on the 

preliminary research through interview with the lecturer of academic 

writing of second semester of  english education program at UIN Raden 

Mas Said Surakarta , some students of second semester of english 

education program UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta faced some problems 

in writing class especially in writing about argumentative essay. 

There were some relevant studies related to the use of an 

argumentative essay. Action research is written by (Zia Hisni Mubarak, 

2013) entitled An Analysis of Students‟ ability in Building Cohesion and 

Coherence in Argumentative Essay Written by the Fourth year students 

of English Department at University Bengkulu. The study was 

descriptive research that used a quantitative approach to analyze the data, 

she used to examine grammatical errors, cohesion and coherence, and the 

contents and organization. The similarities of this study are we are 

equally researching Argumentative text. The difference is in the object 

of the study, She uses the building, cohesion, coherence, and the contents 

and organization to improve reading comprehension, but My research 

focus on the structure of the argumentative essay. 

Then, Agus Prananda (2016) entitled Students‟ Ability in Writing 

Paragraphs Using Structure of The Paragraph in Argumentative Essay By 

The Sixth Semester of English Study Program of Muhammadiyah 

University of Bengkulu. This study is aimed to know How is Students‟ 

Ability in Writing Paragraph Using Structure of The Paragraph in 

Argumentative Essay by The Sixth Semester of English Study Program 
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of UMB. The result of the analysis showed that the average of the 

students‟ ability in writing a paragraph using the structure of the 

paragraph in an argumentative essay was qualified “very poor”. 

The next research was by Riyen Permata and Hamzah ( 2018 ) 

entitled Students‟ Ability in Developing the Paragraphs of 

Argumentative   Essay of the English Department at Universitas Negeri 

Padang.   This study was   descriptive research since its purpose was to 

describe the students‟ ability in developing the paragraphs of the 

argumentative essay. The data were taken from the essay written by the 

third year English Department students at STKIP PGRI Sumbar. 24 

students were assigned to write an argumentative essay based on the 

topics given. The findings of this research reveal that students still have 

low ability in developing argumentative essays because of several 

aspects that come from the students themselves. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher intended to know 

about students ability in writing arguments essay and describe various 

problems students face while writing an argumentative essay. 

B. Identification of Problem 

Build upon the research background above, the researcher has 

summarized the  problem regarding this research are consist of : 

1. The students find it hard to start writing as not having a clear idea .  

2. The Students find it hard to develop their topic.  

3. While writing an essay, students tend to have difficulties in language 

features. The difficulties in language features might appear in 

mechanics (capitalization, punctuation spelling), grammar (subject/verb 

agreement, plural/singular nouns, modal verb), and vocabulary. 

C. Limitation of the Study 

 Based on the background of study, there are some limitation in this 

research. It is divided into some parts : 
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1. Object 

The object of this study is the students of Second Semester of 

English Language Department at UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta in 

Academic Year 2022/2023. 

2. Place 

The place of this research is in UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta, 

located in Pucangan,Kartasura, Sukoharjo 

3. Analysis 

This research is focus on Students‟ ability in writing of 

argumentative essay for second semester students of English 

Language Program. Researcher try to know how far students‟ ability 

also want  to know students‟ difficulties in writing argumentative 

essay that focus on five aspects of 

writing(content,organization,vocabulary,language features, and 

mechanics). 

D. Formulation of the Problem 

 Based on the research background that has been described, the 

problem  formulations are as follow : 

1. How are the students‟ ability of students at second semester of english 

education program of  UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta in academic 

year 2022/2023 in writing argumentative essay? 

2. What are the difficulties in writing argumentative essay  of students at 

second semester of English education program of UIN Raden Mas 

Said Surakarta in academic year 2022/2023? 

E. Research Objective 

 As reported in the formulation of the problem above, the 

research's objectives are mentioned as follows: 
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1. To find out  students ability of students at second semester of english 

education program of  UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta in academic 

year 2022/2023 in writing argumentative essay. 

2. To find out the students‟ difficulties of students at second semester of 

english education program of  UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta in 

academic year 2022/2023 in writing argumentative essay. 

F. Research Benefit  

 The result of this study is hoped can give benefit to the reader 

theoretically and practically. 

1. Theoretically 

 Theoretically, this research is expected to be useful as a source of 

information in answering the problems related to English learning, 

especially about writing of argumentative essay . In this study, the 

author has explained about various expert opinions, problems and 

problem solving related to the title. Thus, the results of this study can 

also be a reference in the development of teaching and learning 

activities that can then improve learning outcomes. 

2. Practically 

In practice, this research is useful for some circles including : 

a. To the Teachers 

 Teachers as the part who delivered the subject matter to the 

learners would be greatly helped by the existence of this research, 

the research is expected to provide information for teachers in 

knowing what the problems students face while writing an 

argumentative essay and help them pay more attention to the 

common problems. Therefore, the teacher can find the best 

approach in teaching or making students able to overcome the 

problems 

b. For the Students 
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 The research will be significant in helping students 

identifying the most common problems that appeared while 

writing an argumentative essay is. By then, students will 

overcome the problems. 

c. For the Researcher 

 Benefits of this research for researchers is to provide 

experience in terms of identifying problems in writing of 

argumentative essay. The researchers get various information, 

knowledge and experience related to this research 

d. For Future Researcher 

 This study is also expected to provide benefits for other 

researchers. The benefits of this study for other researchers 

include as a source of reference, information and comparison if 

other researchers will conduct a study. From here, other 

researchers are expected to evaluate the results of this study and 

then developed to improve the quality of education. 

G. Definition of Keyword 

1. Student‟s Ability 

 Student‟s ability is a students capability in doing something well 

by using knowledge and skill or something that people do very well 

because they have learned and practiced. The quality of being able to do 

something or act physically, mentally, financially, morally or legal to 

accomplish something. 

2. Writing 

 According to Nunan (2003: 88) in Yolanda‟s journal” writing is the 

mental work of inventing ideas, thinking about how to express these 

ideas, and organizing the words into statements and paragraph that will 

be clear to a reader”. 

 Heaton (2020) argues about the definition of writing itself, writing 

in written forms is a single oral language endeavor. It means that anyone 
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can freely and correctly convey ideas through written forms. Writing is a 

way of expressing ideas in order to communicate with others. In writing, 

any ideas that you advance must be supported with specific reasons or 

details. 

3. Argumentative Essay 

 Derived from the meaning of the argument itself is how a statement 

is supported by a reason and evidence. An argumentative essay is 

defined as the type of essay which intends to persuade the reader of the 

correctness of a statement. 

 By writing an argumentative essay, the writer needs to defend their    

point of view (Wiktri Oktavia, Anas Oktavia, 2014). Similar to what 

Hoshima and Hogue (2006) stated about the argumentative essay, it is 

the essay that raises an issue depending on the writers agree or disagree 

motion and provides reasons (Rachmawati, 2016). 

 In giving their reasons, the writer also needs to provide evidence in 

order to support their idea. Another definition of argumentation essay 

also explained by Brizee that argumentative essay is the types of 

writing which examine the subject; gathering, producing, and reviewing 

evidence; and creating a concise position on the subject in a concise 

manner (Layaalia, 2015). 
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CHAPTER II 

THEORITICAL REVIEW 

A. Theory of Keywords 

1. Writing Theory 

a. Definition of Writing  

  The acquisition of a language, whether our native tongue or 

a second language presumes a process in which both receptive skills 

(listening and reading) and productive skills (speaking and writing) 

intervene to affect and complement each other simultaneously. It is 

through the integration of these four separate skills that learners„ 

language performance is comprehensively strengthened to attain the 

desired communicative competence, in other words, the ability to 

communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, to use language 

according to the parameters imposed by the speech community in 

which they are inserted. According to Hyme (in Widdowson, 

1989:132), who coined the term communicative competence, these 

parameters not only involve the knowledge of composing sentences 

correctly according to grammatical rules but also the possibility, 

feasibility and appropriateness of the utterance. 

There are four basic skills of the English language 

learning, i.e. listening, speaking, reading, writing. Those skills are 

divided into receptive skills and productive skills. The receptive 

skills are reading and listening, because learners do not need to 

produce language to do these, they receive and understand it. They 

can be contrasted with the productive skills of speaking and 

writing. In the process of learning new language, learners begin 

with receptive understanding of the new items, then later move on 

to productive use. Learners usually learn to listen first, then to 
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speak, then to read, and finally to write. 

There are some definitions of writing stated by experts. 

According to Nunan (2003: 88), writing can be defined by a series of 

contrast. The first, writing is both a physical and a mental act. At the 

most basic level, writing is the physical act of commiting words or 

ideas to some medium. On the other hand, writing is the mental 

work of investing ideas, thinking about how to express them, and 

organizing them into statements and paragraphs that will be clear to 

a reader. The second, its purpose is both to express and impress. 

Writers typically serve two masters: themselves, and their own 

desires to express an idea or feeling, and readers also called the 

audience, who need to have ideas expressed in certain ways. Writers 

must then choose the best form for their writing, depending on its 

purpose. The third, it is both a process and a product. 

Writing to be effective is dependant on a number of features 

which are not shared by spoken language, not only in terms of 

linguistic and pragmatic features but also the context in which it will 

be interpreted (Nunan, 1999). Writing is a ‗complex, cognitive 

process that requires sustained intellectual effort over a considerable 

period of time„ (Nunan, 1999:273) as, according to Hedge (2005), 

there is a need to organise the development of ideas or information; 

ambiguity in meaning must be avoided through accuracy; the writer 

must choose from complex grammatical devices for emphasis or 

focus; and finally, they must pay attention to the choice of 

vocabulary, grammatical patterns and sentence structures to create a 

feasible meaning and an appropriate style to the subject matter and 

reader. 

Browne (2007:81) in Arifin‟s journal also gives opinion that: 

Writing is a complex activity, which involves many skills. It 

includes deciding what one wants to write, how best to say it and 

how to put these ideas into paper in a way that is intelligible to 
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others. Writing is a language that form that is distinguished from 

speech because it can be permanent and it also can be planned and 

changed before it emerges. Like talk it can be used to entertain, 

persuade, express feelings, inform, request, report, express opinion or 

ideas in written. 

Writing is also one of the four essential language skills 

considered very important to be learned. It is the last skill to be 

taught in the sequence of skill in learning the language. Browne also 

defines the writing as complex activity which involve many skills. 

According to Barli (1995:5) in Arifin‟s journal ”to write means to 

try to produce or reproduce written message”. In addition, he states 

that writing is an act of putting together of words, and act of putting 

together sentence is surely the final objective of language learning. 

To make students motivated and enjoyable to write the text, 

they need to know the contents and the other aspects become rules in 

writing. Jacobs et al in the Weigle (2002:115) states” there are five 

aspects of writing content, organization, vocabulary, language use, 

and mechanics. The five aspects are important and should be applied 

in writing an essay”. Students who know these aspects will produce 

the good in writing. 

From the above opinions, the writer can conclude that 

writing is the process of producing message by putting down the 

expression of the idea into a paper. In other words writing is a 

process of putting together of words to form sentences and finally 

form a message into a composition. 

According to Harry (1981 : 430)  writing refers to the skills 

in using graphic symbols ( letter, word, phrase, sentences), which 

has to be arranged to certain convention‖. It means in writing we 

have to be able to use and organize the lexical items, to express 

our ideas in the form of written production. There are some 

certain arrangement element of paragraph, they are : 
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a. Unity : every sentence contributes to develop one central 

idea concerning in topic sentence 

b. Completeness : the writing have enough information, the 

facts, details, examples, quotation, and reason 

c. Order : the organization of the information is presented in a 

desirable sequences 

d. Coherence : the relation of each paragraph to make the 

reader can take the ideas logically and smoothly. 

 

b. Aspects of Writing 

 Writing is considered as the act of communication, whereas a 

human can convey feelings and ideas through written form. In 

writing, every communication has its meaning. To convey the 

message appropriately, the purpose of the writing must be 

considered first to help the receiver understand the communication. 

The purposes of writing are divided into four, which are to     inform, 

to amuse, to satirize and to persuade. 

1. To inform 

  Writing to inform means including the information given 

in the written form. In providing information, the writing must 

be precise, clear, and vast, also according to real facts,Newspaper 

articles,scientific or business reports, instructions or methods, and 

essays for school and university are all kinds of writing to inform 

2. To Satirize 

 Writing to satirize means to criticize and affect reform. 

Conveying  satirize must be put with facts to make the reader 

feeling sure about what is written and aware of the facts itself. 

3. To Amuse 

  Writing to amuse is usually needed for entertaining 

purposes. By entertaining through humor or joke in written form, 

the writer should pay into the reader‟s point of view to prevent the 
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misconception of the ideas. Writing to entertain mainly consists 

of novels, stories, poetry, song lyrics, plays, and screenplays. 

4. To Persuade 

  Writing to persuade is when the writer wanted to affect the 

reader‟s thoughts or actions. To persuade the reader, the writer 

needs to defend or argue the reader's mind so that  their writing 

can influence it. The example of writing to  persuade can be found 

in advertisement, some newspaper and   magazine articles, also 

certain essay formats. 

  Writing requires several aspects that should be considered 

being able to deliver a well-written form. According to Jacob et al. 

(1981), there are five aspects of writing (Yuliana et al., 2016) there 

are consists of :  

1.  Content 

 How the writer develops their ideas into their writing is best 

described as   conte nt (Roza et al., 2011). Material refers to writing 

stuff, the core concept experience (unity), i.e., groups of similar 

statements presented by the writer in creating a topic. Content 

paragraph conveys ideas rather than serving a special purpose of 

change, restatement, and emphasis. 

2. Organization 

  It refers to the logical material organization (coherence). It's 

scarcely more than an effort to gather all the facts and jumble 

ideas. And in early drafts, it can still seek order, find trends in its 

content and work to put subject information consistent with what is 

indeed just half-formed with the intended notion. The 

organization also can be inferred as the way the writer does 

communication with the reader (Harris, 1979). 

3. Vocabulary 

 This refers to selecting words that fit the content. It starts 

by assuming the writer wants to convey ideas as clearly, simply 
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as the writer may. Overall, clarification should be the primary 

goal. Words that express their meaning are chosen rather than 

distort or blur words. By providing various vocabularies, it can 

help the reader in exploring the meaning of what is the writer 

intended to deliver. 

4. Language Use 

  It refers to the right grammatical and syntactic pattern by 

separating, combining ideas into sentences, phrases, clauses, and 

create logical relationships in paragraph writing. In language use, 

the writer needs to make s coherent sentence into paragraphs. 

5. Mechanic 

 It refers to the traditional graphic usage of the language, 

i.e., the steps of arranging letters, words, sentences, paragraphs 

using structural information, and some other related steps. The 

mechanic also describes the way the writer arranging and choosing 

words for their writing. 

 

c. Process of Writing 

  Murcia and Olshtain (2000) in Aperocho stated that writing 

skill requires a high level of language control, problem solving form, 

generating ideas, planning, goal setting, monitoring, and assessing 

what has been produced. It means that writing is a process and 

always possible to review and revise. 

  According to Oshima and Hogue (1999. P. 3) opinion, there 

are three main stages in the writing process that is Pre-writing, 

planning, writing and revising draft explanation as follow: 

1. Pre Writing 

 In this stage you will learn how to choosing and 

narrowing your topic. Narrow each of the following general 

topics to one specific aspect that could be written about in one 
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paragraph. 

2. Planning 

  In the planning stage, you organize the ideas you 

generated into an outline. You can make such a list and cross 

out any items that are not useable. When you have grouped 

all of the points into their appropriate sub-list, you have 

created a preliminary outline for a paragraph. 

3. Writing and Revising Draft 

 A draft is the first whole version of all your ideas put 

together such as rehearsal. The first step in this stage is to write 

a rough draft from your outline. While you are writing, you 

may not be able to think of a word or phrase, its common just 

leave a line. Also, while you are writing about one major point, 

you might come up with an idea for another major point, just 

write it down near where it belong. 

  After you write a rough draft, the next step is to revise it. 

When you revise you change what you have written in order to 

improve it. You check it over for content and organization 

include unity, coherence, and logic. You can change, rearrange, 

add or delete. Is all for communicating your thought more 

clearly, effectively, and more interesting way. 

 Based on explanation above researcher assume that 

writing is a process and always possible to review and revise 

also it requires generating ideas, planning, goal setting, 

monitoring, and assessing. The processes start from re-writing, 

planning, writing and revising draft, and writing the final copy 

as explained above. 

2. Essay Theory 

a. Definiton of Essay 
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  According to Anker (2010:38) essay is a piece of writing 

that examines a topic in more depth than a paragraph. Further more 

Anker stated that a short essay may have three or five paragraphs. 

  According to Langan (2009:127) essay is simply a paper 

composed of several paragraphs rather than one paragraph. In an 

essay, subjects can and should be treated more fully than they would 

be in a single-paragraph paper. 

  Based on explanations above, the researcher assumes that 

essay is a piece of writing that examines a topic consists of several 

paragraphs sustainably.  

b. Essay Contruction 

  Oshima and Hogue (1999:101-109) stated that essay has 

three main parts, introductory paragraph, body paragraph, and 

concluding paragraph. 

1. Introductory Paragraph 

Introductory paragraph consist of two parts namely general 

statement and thesis statement. 

2. Body Paragraph 

A body paragraph consists of topic sentence, supporting 

sentences, and concluding sentence. 

3. Concluding Paragraph 

The final paragraph in an essay is a conclusion paragraph, which 

tells the reader that an essay is completed. 

Based on explanation above researcher assume that essay 

has three main parts, introductory paragraph, body paragraph, 

and concluding paragraph which makes an essay a unified 

whole. 

3. Argumentative Theory 

a. Definition of Argumentative 
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  According to Zarefsky (2005:6) argumentative is the study 

of effective reasoning. Arguing is reason giving, where reasons are 

justifications or support for claims. Rationality is the ability to 

engage in reason giving. The alternative to reason giving is to accept 

or reject claims on whim or command. 

  Same opinion stated by Fowler and Aaron (2007: 190), an 

argument is always controversial, reasonable and informed people 

will disagree over it or be able to support it with their own reasons. 

Further more they stated that it attempts to “open readers‟ minds to 

an opinion, “change readers‟ own opinions or perceptions, or move 

readers to action. 

Argumentative essay have been widely viewed as a fairly 

important type of writing, given its role as a vehicle of 

persuasive strategy as Ruiying & Allison (2003) in Kongpolphrom 

stated that the purpose of an argumentative essay is to persuade 

the readers of the writer‟s position by using rhetorical 

persuasive techniques.  

According to Ruiying & Allison, structure in the analytical 

discussion of the argumentative essay should consist of a 

piecemeal approach and specific information so that a solid 

argument can be built. A writer may support their claims by 

providing examples, facts, or personal anecdotes. 

Based on expert explanations above, researcher assumes 

that argumentative essay is a piece of writing to persuade reader 

which is contains reasons and information for people to agree or 

disagree about something. 

b. Generic Structures 

  According to Swales (1990) in Kongpolphrom, the 

structures of argumentative essay are discusses as follow: 

1. The Introduction 
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 Introduction is usually in the first paragraph of an essay 

and  contains topic recognition to readers. 

 The introduction consists of a hook, generalization, and 

thesis statement. A hook is similar to general statement which 

is to state the main  idea in the essay and to provide readers with 

background knowledge and usually in first sentence of 

introduction. 

 Generalization is used to explicitly define paragraph as 

well as to reveal the genre of the essay and usually in the 

second sentence of introduction. 

 Thesis statement is about specific topic and usually in the 

last sentence of introductory paragraph. 

2. The Body 

 The body of the argumentative essay contains of 

arguments to support a writer‟s standpoint. Each argument is 

related to other arguments that are added  to  support that  

standpoint. 

 The body consists of topic sentence, supporting, and 

concluding. Topic sentence states the most important issue and 

serves as a point of departure for discussion of the subject and 

usually in the first sentence of body paragraph. 

 Supporting sentence states logically compare and 

contrast methodology with other methodologies, breaking down 

opposing arguments and usually in the second sentence of body 

paragraph. 

 Concluding sentence in the body paragraph can be the 

paraphrased restatement of their topic sentence. Alternatively, 

students can include their insight in the last sentence. Usually 

in last sentence of body paragraph 

3. The Conclusion 
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 To reinforce the writer‟s argument, the restatement of the 

proposition is recommended. The imprint can be created 

through recommendation, prediction, or suggestion and it 

should be critical enough to convince readers of the writer‟s 

argument. 

 Based on explanation expert above researcher assume 

that generic structure of argumentative consist of 

introduction and its parts, body and its part, and the 

conclusion which make an essay a unified whole. 

 

 According to Hyland (1990) the structures of 

argumentative essay are discusses as follow: 

1. Thesis ( Introduction) 

 Thesis or introduction as the first paragraph of 

argumentative essay structures that introduces the topic and 

advances the writer‟s position or central statement. 

2. Argument (Body) 

 Argument or body presents the infrastructure of reasons 

which characterize the genre. This stage consists of four move 

cycle repeated indefinitely in a specific order. 

 First, the marker frames the sequence and connects it to 

both the steps in the argument and to the proposition. Second, 

restatement of the proposition in some form is common here, 

particularly in the exam data where foregrounding the proposition 

provides a reminder of the subject. Third, claim is a central move 

in body stage. It is a reason endorsing the validity of the 

proposition. And fourth, support is an indispensable second part 

to the claim in a tied pair of moves. It furnishes explicit 

reinforcement for the claim and can comprise several paragraphs 

appealing to several sources of evidences. 

3. Conclusion 
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 The conclusion is a fusion of constituents in this stage. It 

functions to consolidate the discourse and retrospectively affirm 

what has been communicated. This stage consists of three moves 

sequence to this stage. 

 The consolidation move refers back to the content of the 

argument section to relate the themes of the argument stage with 

the proposition. It is a central park of the conclusion. 

 The affirmation is an optional restatement of the 

proposition. It omission is unusual in the exam data. 

 The close provides prospective focus. It looks forward to 

unstated aspects of the discussion by widening the context. 

 

 Based on explanation by two experts above generic 

structure of argumentative essay is commonly similar with other 

essay structure such as narrative or descriptive, the difference is 

argumentative contains a reasonable argument about something 

whether we agree or disagree about it. Then, the researcher chooses 

the theory of swales (1990) to conduct the research because the 

theory is more familiar for researcher. 

Tabel 2.1 The Example of Argumentative Essay 

Thesis 

Students Who Study Abroad Achieve Greater Success 

Much of our learning takes place outside the classroom. We 

learn how to maintain budgets, forge friendships, develop business 

relationships, and more. Imagine extending those skills on a global 

level. We would immediately cease to believe the world only 

contains the people and things we can see but, rather, a wide 

variety of opinions, customs, beliefs, and ethics. This is why every 

college-level student must study abroad during their undergraduate 

years. They will learn more in that semester abroad than in any 
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other academic year. 

Argumen 

According to IES Abroad, a company that encourages students 

to become international leaders, students who study abroad are 

more likely to be accepted into the graduate degree program of their 

choice. In fact, 90% of students who studied abroad with IES are 

admitted to their first or second choice for graduate school. 

Imagine walking into an interview and being able to discuss 

preparing the most popular dish in India or organizing the best 

route to take from Sydney, Australia to Perth. Not only does this 

strike up a memorable conversation, but it also demonstrates a 

student‟s fierce independence and determination. All this makes 

someone who has studied abroad a more desirable candidate for 

their dream job. As if 

IES Abroad‟s statistic above was not astounding enough, it has 

been 

proven that 97% of students who study abroad find employment 

within 12 months of graduation (Smith, 2019, p. 17). 

Beyond college, students who study abroad will be better 

equipped to succeed in the workplace. Their broadened worldview 

will help them relate to their co-workers, especially in a worldwide 

organization. This increased scope of knowledge allows 25% of 

students who study abroad to receive higher starting salaries. That 

is clear evidence that their experiences and views are valued by 

employers. 

In spite of all these benefits, some parents simply will not 

allow their children to study abroad. A portion will argue that it is 

not safe. Others will argue that studying abroad costs too much 

money. In these cases, it is important to take a look at one 

semester‟s financial aid statement. How much does it cost to be a 

student at a local university? When tuition, housing, textbooks, 
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transportation, and meal plans are considered, it becomes difficult 

to argue that there‟s a stark difference 

in the cost of a semester at home versus a semester abroad. 

Conclusion 

Studying abroad will have long-lasting, positive implications 

on a student‟s future as an academic and a professional. New 

windows of opportunity will be flung open the moment an 

undergraduate board a plane. Why not make an appointment with 

the study abroad centre at your university? You have nothing to 

lose by starting a conversation today. 

Source:https://www.ef.co.id/englishfirst/kids/blog/example-

argumentative-essay-in- academicwriting/ 

c. Language Features 

  Language feature is useful in order to make language used 

in an essay more easily understood. Language features in 

argumentative essay according to Tan (2003) is discusses as follow: 

1. Tenses 

a. Mostly using present tense to state the facts or ideas, but 

sometime used past & future tenses according to the 

statement that writer use. 

2. Clarity 

a. Effective choice of words. 

b. Effective placement of words in sentences. 

c. Word choices convey ideas clearly, logically,and 

purposefully. 

3. Tone 

a. Sufficiently formal as appropriate an academic essay. 

 

 According to Nordquist (2017) technical aspect or 

mechanics of writing essay are included punctuation, capitalization, 

https://www.ef.co.id/englishfirst/kids/blog/example-argumentative-essay-in-
https://www.ef.co.id/englishfirst/kids/blog/example-argumentative-essay-in-
https://www.ef.co.id/englishfirst/kids/blog/contoh-recount-text-dalam-bahasa-inggris/
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and spelling discuss as follow: 

1. Punctuation  

a) Period (.) 

b) Semicolon (;) 

c) Colon (:) 

d) Comma (,) 

e) Exclamation mark (!) 

f) Question mark (?) 

 

2. Capitalization 

 Capitalization is the use of capital letters in writing. Items 

need to capitalize such as: 

a) Proper nouns. 

b) The first letter of the first word in sentences after period. 

c) The first letter of the first word in sentences after colon. 

d) The first letter of the first word in a tittle. 

e) The letters of many abbreviations and acronyms. 

f) Name of the city. 

 

3. Spelling 

Spelling is the choice and arrangement of letters that form 

words. 

   Based on explanation above researcher assume that the 

composition of language feature in argumentative essay are tense, 

clarity, tone, and mechanics which is consist of punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling. 

d.  Student’s ability and Difficulties in Writing 

   According to Hornby, ability is the capabilities or power of 

someone in doing something well, such as physical or mental 

intensely (Hornby, 1995). Meanwhile, Littlewood defines ability as a 
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person‟s cognitive aspects of learning, particularly intelligence and 

language learning ability (Littlewood, 1998). It means, from the 

definition above, we can conclude that ability is having a significant 

role in determining the successful of someone‟s in doing something. 

In terms of writing ability, Admin, as mentioned by Lisa, noted that 

writing skill is the capacity to enable other people or readers 

understand written information by communicating ideas, emotions, 

and feelings. (Lisa Z, 2017). 

Having a good writing ability is an important aspect to 

deliver a written message clearly and effectively to others. Writing 

ability is also helps students to accomplish their academic writing in 

English. By mastering this skill, they will be able to produce a 

coherent, effective, understandable and creative writing product that 

would bring students to success and gain many beneficial 

chances in life, such as going abroad, getting a scholarship, doing 

business, communicating with foreigner, and more. Thus, in learning 

English, make sure the students to master writing skill is a must, 

especially for teacher. 

However, learning writing is not easy. This ability 

necessitates the capacity to generate and organize logical and 

cohesive discourses using procedures designed (Yi, 2009). 

Therefore, there are many students get difficulties in mastering this 

skill. It is because, in mastering writing, the writer considers 

variety of aspects, such as grammar, content, paragraph, 

organization, and vocabulary. This problem is in line with what 

Ngabut has stated in Sari, there are 4 areas in writing which become 

the common challenges they are content, organizing, vocabulary and 

grammar (Sari et al., 2013). 

Content refers to the substance of the writing. It may be 

difficult when the writer does not have enough knowledge of the 
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topic of her/his writing and this problem will lead to the 

confusedness of developing the topic. The next difficulties that 

might appear in writing are in the organization. Organization refers 

to coherence or logical organization of the content. A good writing a 

product of writing should have coherent paragraphs so that the 

reader will comprehend the text easily. The third difficulties in 

writing laid to the vocabulary mastery. When the writer has poor 

vocabulary mastery, it will cause the difficulties in choosing the 

right and appropriate words. Grammar refers to the correctness of the 

use of language structure or grammatical forms, also the syntactical 

patterns. In addition, according to Kim, the writing problems are 

content, organization, vocabulary, grammar and mechanics (Kim 

Jung Hwa, n.d.). Mechanics refers to spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization and paragraphing. 

In summary, to be capable of writing, students should master 

all the aspects and overcome the difficulties by keeping learning and 

practicing. Hence, analyzing the abilities in writing through 

evaluation activity is also become an important thing. It will help 

both teachers and students to measure the effectiveness of the 

learning process and identify their problems in writing so that they 

will be able to overcome the difficulties. 

 

e. How to Asses an Argumentative Essay 

Basically, in assessing writing, there are some components 

that should be looked upon to. The aspects in writing that should be 

noticed while assessing are content, organization, language use, and 

mechanic. Using analytic scoring, Jacobs et. Al (1981) defined 

analytic scales that are organized based on levels that will be 

presented below (Weigle, 2002): 
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Table 2.2 Rubric Score of Jacob et al. (1981) Scoring Profile 

ASPECT SCORE LEVEL/CRITERIA 

  

C
O

N
T

E
N

T
 

30-27 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: 

knowledgeable ● substantive ● 

through development of thesis ● 

relevant to assigned topic 

26-22 GOOD TO AVERAGE: some 

knowledge of subject ● adequate range 

● limited development of thesis ● 

mostly 

relevant to the topic, but lacks detail 

21-17 FAIR TO POOR: limited knowledge 

of subject ● little substance ● 

inadequate development of topic 

16-13 VERY POOR: does not show 

knowledge of subject ● non-substantive 

● 

not pertinent ● OR not enough to evaluate 
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O
O

R
G

A
N

IZ
A

T
IO

N
 

20-18 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: 

fluent expression ● ideas clearly 

stated/supported ● succinct ● well- 

organized    ●    logical    sequencing    

● 

cohesive 

17-14 GOOD TO AVERAGE: somewhat 

choppy ● loosely organized but main 

ideas stand out ● limited support ● 

logical 

but incomplete sequencing 

13-10 FAIR TO POOR: non-fluent ● 

ideas confused or disconnected ● lacks 

logical 

sequencing and development 

9-7 VERY POOR: does not communicate 

● no organization ● OR not enough 

to evaluate 

  

V
O

C
A

B
U

L
A

R
Y

 

20-18 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: 

sophisticated range ●

 effective word/idiom 

choice and usage ● word 

from mastery ● appropriate register 

17-14 GOOD TO AVERAGE: adequate 

range ● occasional errors of 

words/idiom form, choice, usage, but 

meaning not 

Obscured 

13-10 FAIR TO POOR: limited range ● 

frequent errors of word/idiom form, 

choice, usage ● meaning confused or 

Obscured 
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9-7 VERY POOR: essentially translation 

● little knowledge of English vocabulary 

idioms, word form ● OR not enough 

toevaluate, 

 

  idioms, word form ● OR not enough to 

evaluate 

L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

 F
E

A
T

U
R

E
S

 

 

25-22 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: 

effective complex construction ● few 

errors of agreement, tense, number, 

word order/function,      articles,      

pronouns, 

prepositions 

21-18 GOOD TO AVERAGE: effective 

but simple construction ● minor 

problems in complex construction ● 

several errors of agreement, tense, 

number, word order/function, articles, 

pronouns, prepositions, but meaning 

seldom 

Obscured 

17-11 FAIR TO POOR: major problems in 

simple/complex construction ● frequent 

errors of negation, agreement, tense, 

number, word order/function, articles, 

pronouns, prepositions and/or 

fragments, run-ons, deletions ● meaning 

confused 

or obscured 
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10-5 VERY POOR: virtually no mastery 

of sentence construction rules ● 

dominated by errors ● does not 

communicate ● OR not enough to 

evaluate 

 

  

M
E

C
H

A
N

IC
S

 

5 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: 

demonstrates mastery of conventions 

● few errors of spelling,punctuation, 

capitalization, paragraphing 

4 GOOD TO AVERAGE: occasional 

errors of spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, paragraphing but 

meaningnot obscured 

3 FAIR TO POOR: frequent errors of 

spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 

paragraphing ● poor handwriting ● 

meaning confused or obscured 

2 VERY POOR: no mastery of 

conventions ● dominated by errors of 

spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 

paragraphing ● handwriting illegible 

●OR not enough to evaluate 

 

 

B. Previous Studies 

 There are several studies related to this research which are useful in 

their references as data for supporting the research‟s thesis. The studies 

that are explained below have relationship with this thesis. 

1. Previous study entitled “Move Analysis on Argumentative Essay of 

English for Tourism” was done by Nuttaporn Kongpolphrom (2011) at 
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Mahidol University in Thailand. This study aims to identify the 

essential components needed in argumentative essays written by 

collegiate Thailand student writers in an English program. The 

findings reveal that most students could effectively write their General 

Statements in the essay introduction (82 percent), followed by a 

Generalization (79 percent), and a Hook (60 percent). In the essay 

body, students produced a Topic Sentence (94 percent), followed 

by Supports (90 percent), and Concluding Statements (62 percent). In 

the essay conclusion, the majority of students produced their 

Restatement (91 percent), Clinchers and Final Closing (69 percent, 

39 percent respectively). 

2. The second research was done by Wulan Rahmatunisa in 2014 with the 

title “Problems Faced by Indonesian EFL Learners in Writing 

Argumentative Essay”. The participants of this research were fourth-

year students in university who majors in the English department. In an 

attempt to describe students‟ problems and find the way out, this 

research was conducted in a qualitative method. In doing the research, 

Wulan collected the data from students‟ writing task and interview. The 

result from the research showed that students mostly had problems in 

linguistics which related to grammatical structure (23.25), formatting 

words (30.2%), word classes (16.3%), error in using words (9.3%), and 

the use of the article. Aside from problems in linguistic, cognitive and 

psychological problems were also found through this research. 

 While discussing about that study,there were the similarities 

between this research and the previous research. The similarity is the 

studies investigate the ability in writing argumentative essay. There are 

differences between this research and the previous studies above. The  

difference between the first and  research with this research is in the 

participants. The first research used EFL learners ,the second research used 

fourth-year students in university who majors in the English department, 

but this research use second semester students in the English department. 
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The other difference is about technique collecting data both of the previous 

study using questionarre but this research using document analysis to 

analyze students ability in writing argumentative essay first and using 

interview after, to know  the  problems of students in writing 

argumentative essay. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEACH METHODOLOGY 

A. Research Design 

  In this research, the researcher used a qualitative descriptive 

method with  the intention of getting a better understanding and able to 

know how student‟s ability and describe students‟ problems in writing 

argumentative essay. 

  The qualitative method is the type of method that identifies the 

quality of connections, activities, conditions, or materials (Fraenkel, 2012). 

This type of method is centered on describing details from a situation or 

activity rather than exploring the effect of one variable. 

  Furthermore, the qualitative  method is also described as the method 

concerned with human experiences and analyzed the diverse form of data 

collection (Albana et al., 2020; Camara, 2007). Furthermore, qualitative 

method needed to accurately offer the data required to emphasize the 

research problem (Hidayat et al., 2020). To sum up, the qualitative method 

is one method which focuses on social phenomenon happened around 

humanity. 

  The research design in this research was descriptive qualitative 

research. Descriptive Qualitative is the method of choice when straight 

descriptions of phenomena are desired. This design is useful for 

researchers wanting to know the who, what, and where of events ( 

Lambert, 2013). The descriptive method was used in this study because it 

reports the condition of students‟ ability in writing essay of an 

argumentative essay. 

  Regarding the description above, the qualitative method is a type 

of method that identifies the quality of connections, activities, conditions, 
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or materials (Fraenkel et al., 2012). This type of method is focus on 

exploring the problem and detailed understanding of a central 

phenomenon (Cresswel, 2012). To sum up, qualitative is a method that 

focuses on describing problems on phenomenon or situations in detail 

through words explanation. 

  In addition, in order to answer the query about the research topic, a 

descriptive analysis method is used. It is in line with what Gay (1987) 

stated in Satriadi that Descriptive method is a method of research which 

involves collecting data intended to answer the questions or hypothesis 

about the correct status of the object of research. The way things are 

determined and reported is what best explain about descriptive research 

(Satriadi, 2014). Furthermore, in analyzing, explaining, and classifying 

through various techniques such as survey, interview, questionnaires, 

observation and text descriptive method is required (Fraenkel. et al., 2009). 

This type of method typically tells the detail description of explanation of 

people or places of the research. In short, this method concerns in a natural 

phenomenon that humans bring meaning to it. 

  Hence, the explanation above concludes that qualitative 

descriptive method involves collecting data to investigate and answer the 

question through description about how is Students‟ Ability in Writing 

Argumentative essay of second semester students of English Language 

Program at UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta in academic year 2022/2023 . 

B. The Setting of the Research 

1. The Place of the Research 

The research is carried out at UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta to 

collecting students‟ argumentative essay document .  

2. The Time of the Research 
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The research will be held at UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta from the 

beginning until the end of research. The researcher conducted the 

research from 6 June 2023  until 10 June 2023. 

C. Subject of the Research 

 Subject of research also called as data sources. Data sources in this 

research were the informants (the person who gave the information, 

resources, data sources) or referred to the subject under study took 

important role since they were not only as a source of data, but also the 

actors who determined the success of a study based on the information 

provided. Subject is a person who give us information to get the data of 

research. In a research, the subject become essential part because mostly 

the data we get from the subject. As the method of the research is 

qualitative, the sample is likely selected using a purposive sample. Using a 

purposive sample means selecting a sample that is best understanding what 

is being studied (Fraenkel, 2012). The research sample will only take 

students from one class with the total samples of 30 students who 

participate in this research.The subject of the this research is students from 

Class 2A of second semester majoring in the department of English 

education at UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta in academic year 2022/2023.  

D. Technique of Collecting Data 

  There are several ways of collecting the appropriate data which 

differ considerably in context of cost, time and other resources at the 

disposal of the researcher. Primary data can be collected either through 

experiment or through survey. In case of survey, data can be collected by 

any one or more of ways. While, this research will collect the data using 

following techniques : 

1. Documentation 

In this research the researcher using documentation to collect the data. 

The documentation that researcher means is using document from 
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students. The document refers to the archive data that helps the 

researcher to collect the needed data. In this research, researcher using 

students‟ document about result after they made argumentative essay 

and this research using archive data from result of students‟ mid-term 

test . The students‟ document will be asses by researcher and will be 

validated by lecturer who teach argumentative writing , so the 

researcher will know about students ability in writing argumentative 

essay and the result of the data more trusted and valid. In collecting data 

of this research, the researcher has collected the data by taking students 

written test of Mr. Husin Al Fattah‟s. The researcher has asked to the 

lecturer about the documents that he has. After has confirmation and 

got the data, the researcher started to analyze. 

2. Questionnaires 

In this research , researcher used a questionnaire as the instrument to 

support the document in order to find out what are the difficulties 

faced by the students  in writing argumentative essay that affected  to 

their ability in writing. The questionnaire contains of  9 questions 

asking about students‟ difficulties based on the aspect of writing, such 

as content, organization, vocabulary, language use and mechanic. 

Furthermore, according to Arikunto, a questionnaire is a list of 

questions used by the researcher to obtain information from the 

respondent (Arikunto, 2010).  

Therefore, in collecting the data, this research used semi-closed-ended 

questions in the questionnaire. This sort of question combines the 

benefits of both open- ended and closed-ended questions. The method is 

to ask a closed-ended question and then follow up with an open-ended 

question to get further information (Cresswel, 2012). In other words, 

the combination between close-ended questions and open-ended 

questions are employed in the questionnaire in the form of optional 

answer Yes/No with additional questions where the respondents should 
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answer it with their own responses and in their own words to get to 

know the reason of selected option. 

E. Technique Analysis Data 

  Data analysis is the way the researcher describes, illustrates, 

 condenses and evaluates data systematically in order to get the result of 

 the research and present it to the reader. This research is following the 3 

 current flows activity in analyzing the data proposed by Miles and 

 Huberman, they are data reduction, data display and conclusion 

 drawing/verification (Miles & Huberman, 1994). 

  The process of choosing, focusing, reducing, abstracting, and 

transforming data that appears in field notes or written transcriptions is 

referred to as data reduction. The volume of data must be greatly decreased 

or modified in data reduction (Lisa Z, 2017). In this research, the writer 

organized the data derived from students‟ document of argumentative 

essay, analyzed the error and assessed the students‟ work using analytical 

scoring rubric adapted from Jacobs et.al at the book titled Assessing 

Writing by Weigle as stated in chapter 2. The rubric consists of five 

components, there are : Content, Organization, Vocabulary, language use 

and Mechanic (Weigle, 2002). To maintain the validity of this research, 

there were 2 raters involved in assessing the students‟ writing works. All 

the raters are students majoring in English Education. As for the 

questioner, the researcher classifies the participants‟ answer based on the 

error and difficulties in the essay. 

  The second stage of analyzing the data according to Miles and 

Huberman is called data display or presenting the data. In general, data 

display is an organized and compressed collection of information that 

allows drawing conclusions and actions (Miles & Huberman, 1994). 

Displaying data can be supported in the framework of diagrams, graphs, 

charts, tables or matrices to collect organized information so that the 
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researcher can see what‟s happening and able to either draw conclusion 

from the data or move to the next step of analysis. In this research, after 

getting the data of students‟ writing score, the researcher then displays the 

data using tabulation. The score of students‟ writing aspects will be put in 

the table and the researcher will find out the average of each score 

from  rater 1 and rater 2. The result of the data will be input into the table 

below: 

Table 3. 1 Students‟ average Score of Writing Aspects 

 

 

 

No 

 

 

Name 

Criteria Total 

Score Content Organization Vocabulary Language 

Use 

Mechanic 

1        

2        

 

To find out the average of the data from the rater 1 and rater 

2, the researcher uses the formula as follows (Sudijono, 2010): 

   
     

 
 

Mx: mean or average 

x1: Score average from rater 1 

x2 : Score average from rater 2 

N : Number of rater 

After the students‟ score was classified, the researcher then 

percentage the students‟ score used this formula (Sudijono, 2008) : 

  
 

  
 x 100% 

P : Precentage 

f : Frequency 
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n : Total of students 

  In addition, to classify the students‟ ability in writing 

argumentative essay , the researcher also uses table criterion of writing 

score proposed by Cohen (1994) (Sari et al., 2013). 

Table 3. 2 Students‟ Level Criterion and Percentage of 

Writing Score 

 

Range Of Real 

Score 
Level Frequency Percentage 

80-100 Excellent   

61-80 Good   

41-60 Average   

21-40 Poor   

0-20 Very Poor   

 

  After knowing the average of students‟ error, then the data 

categorized    also presented in the table below: 

Table 3. 3 Students‟ Level and Average Score of Writing 

Aspect 

 

Aspects 

 

Average 

 
Level 

Content 

 

  

Organization 

 

  

Vocabulary 

 

  

Language Use 

 

  

Mechanics 
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  Meanwhile, the acquired data of non-test will be organized 

systematically from the questionnaire. The data will be interpreted also 

concluded and analyzed descriptively to find out the students‟ difficulties 

in writing argumentative essay. 

   The last step in analyzing the data is conclusion drawing and 

verification. In this stage, the researcher drew the conclusion and verified 

the answer of research question, which has been done in the previous 2 

stages of data analysis by comparing the writing test and questionnaires. 

This stage is expected to answer the research question and to summarize 

the result of data analysis. Hence, this stage is expected to explain the 

students‟ ability and difficulties in writing argumentative essay of second 

semester students‟ of English Language Program at UIN Raden Mas Said 

Surakarta in academic year 2022/2023. 

 

F. Trustworthiness of Data 

To check the trustworthiness of the data, theoretical triangulation and 

dependability are used in this study. These are the explanation : 

1. Triangulation  

 In this study, the researcher use theoretical adequacy to check the 

trustworthiness of the data. Triangulation is qualitative cross-validation. 

It assesses of the data according to the convergence of multiple data 

sources or multiple data collection procedures William Wiersma (in 

Sugiyono, 2016:273). There are three types of triangulations to check 

the credibility of data, those are Sources triangulation, technique 

triangulation, and time triangulation. The researcher use technique 

Triangulation to exam the credibility of data by check the data from 

same source and using some different techniques. 

 Method of  triangulation in this research used as the researcher use 

document the major instrument and supported by interview. Interview 
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for this research acts as supporting evidence to dig more about students‟ 

problems. 

2. Dependability 

 In qualitative research, dependability is conducted by doing audit 

toward all of the research process. In this study, advisor as an auditor in 

research process from beginning till the researcher finish this study. It 

means from decide the problem, observation, choosing the data sources, 

analysis data, and the conclusion. To strengthen the dependability, the 

researcher also show some document in form of picture, interview 

record, the data of interviewee. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Research Findings 

 In this part of the research, the researcher organized the findings based on 

the research questions. Those are the students‟ ability level in writing 

argumentative essay and      the difficulties in writing the essay. 

1. Students‟ Ability Level in Writing Argumentative Essay 

  The writing test was conducted to 30 samples of second semester 

students in class A. In this research, the writing test taken from document 

or archive data from mid-term test . The instruction of test is “ Choose one 

topic and please make an Argumentative writing with these following 

topic : “ The government should accommodate the interfaith marriage”, 

“Motivation is more important for success than intelligence”, “LGBT 

community should have room in public”, “The GPA index is more 

influential than soft skill for student future””.  

  So, the students‟ need to make an essay related to the topic based 

on instruction given. After the test has been conducted, the researcher then 

analyzes the result to investigate their ability and difficulties in writing the 

essay. In assessing students' test results, the researcher joined with another 

researcher who has educational backgrounds in the field of English 

education, so that there are 2 raters who were rating the students‟ test. 

  The result of students‟ writing ability was analyzed by aspects of 

writing proposed by Jacob et. Al, they are: Content, Organization, 

Vocabulary, Language Use and Mechanic. After assessing the students‟ 

work, it was found that the mean score of the students‟ writing test derived 

from 2 raters was 73,8. The students‟ average score and percentage of 

writing test result can be seen in the table below: 
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Table 4. 1 The Students’ Average Score and 

Percentage 

 

Aspects 
Rater 

1 
Rater 

2 
Average Percentage Level 

 

Content 

 

23,03 

 

22,13 

 

22,58 

 

33 % 
Good To 

Average 

 

Organization 

 

15,8 

 

16,33 

 

16.1  

 

22 % 

Good To 

Average 

 

Vocabulary 

 

15,5 

 

15,93 

 

15,72 

 

 

19 % 

 

Good To 

Average 

Language Use 16,1 16,27 16,19 21 % 
Fair to 
Poor 

Mechanics 3,4 3,53 3,47 5 % 
Fair to 
Poor 

Total 73,8 100 %  

Table 4. 2 Students’ Level Criterion and 

Percentage of Writing Score 

 

  The result of the data above gained from the students‟ writing test 

and analyzed based on Jacob et al. (1981) analytic scoring. It shows that 

the students‟ writing skill is at the level of Good to Average. Based on the 

Range Of Real 

Score 

Level Frequency’ Percentage 

81-100 Excellent 5 16 % 

61-80 Good 25 84 % 

41-60 Average 0 0% 

21-40 Poor 0 0% 

0-20 Very Poor 0 0% 
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table above, 3 out of 5 aspects of the students‟ writing composition are at 

the level of Good to Average. These aspects are content (22.58), 

organization (16.1), and vocabulary (15.72). Meanwhile, the other two 

aspects are in the category of Fair to Poor, they are Language Use (16.19) 

and Mechanics (3.4). 

  From those aspects above, it can be seen that the students 

performed best in the content with the total average score (22.8). In 

writing, content is the development of a topic that the writer intended to 

deliver through the writing of the essay. Content in writing is also refers 

to the unity of the paragraph that should be appropriate with the topic 

which explains one idea. A good content of writing should be substantive, 

relevant to the topic assigned and thorough development of the thesis. The 

students‟ gained a level of Good to Average level since most of the essay 

are in line with the topic given and have a good development of thesis 

statement. However, there are some students who are also made an error in 

the aspect of content in writing. The example that indicates content errors 

in the argumentative essay is as follows: 

Name : Hanifah Nur Amalia 

NIM : 226121008  

“ The Government Should Accommodate the 

Interfaith Marriage” 

  In this advanced era, interfaith marriages vife.  Because romance 

is something that is global and unlimited, there are no walls for every 

human being to fall in love with anyone. Interfaith marriages are often the 

subject of debate in the Indonesian government. 

In my opinion, interfaith marriage should have space in the 

Indonesian state. In accordance with the marriage law No.1 of 1974 that 

only regulates how the marriage is carried out, that is it must be 

accordance with the laws of each religion. In addition to the law, the legal 

basis of interfaith marriages also refers to the human rights law N0. 39/ 

1999. There it is stated that there are at least 60 civil rights of citizens that 
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cannot be interfered with or diminished by anyone by anyone. Among them 

are matters of choosing a partner, getting married, having a family, and 

having children. 

  Couples of different religions can even get married in two ways at 

the same time. For example, a muslim-cristian couple. They can marry 

according to islam with a Christian marriage contract and blessing. 

  Many Indonesian citizens of different religions get married abroad 

because it is difficult to arrange marriage documents and registration. 

From this case the government should provide easier acces to validation in 

order to create the welfare of the indoesian people. As long it doesn’t 

harm any party, interfaith marriage is not bad thing. When a couple of 

lovers have different beliefs but have share determination and want to 

continue the rest of their lives together, and without coercion and the 

family approve, then the marriage has the right to take place. 

  From the argumentative above, the researcher found that the 

students‟ writing is not really relevant to the assigned topic. In the 

instruction of the test, it was stated that students‟ need to write 

argumentative essay which in argumentative essay should have strong 

arguments to support the writer‟s point of view. Meanwhile, in the text 

above, the student did not give argument well, but only explain and 

described some basic reason. In her essay, the student also lacked detail 

argument. 

  The second category of criterion of analytical scoring is 

organization. Based on the result of writing test, the total score of 

students‟ averages in aspect of organization is 16.1, which is included in 

the level of the category Good to Average. This level category was given 

because in general, students can compose paragraphs from their essays into 

a good organization of argumentative essay, which are contains of thesis, 

arguments and conclusion. Moreover, most students are also able to 

develop the clear topic sentence following one main idea. Despite the 

relatively good level of organization displayed by most students in this 
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research, the researcher also found some errors made of the students in this 

aspect of writing as follows: 

Name : Hana Farras Muarifah 

NIM : 226121009 

“Motivation is More Success Than Intelligence” 

 

  Strong motivation is a strong driver or driving force that makes 

individuals more enthusiastic about achieving everything the aspire to. 

This kind motivation can also be called and encouraging motivation that 

encourages a person to continue to be optimistic about his life goals. So, is 

it true that strong motivation can help us to achieve success in life? Yep, of 

course  because in fact achieving  success in never  loss that we think. 

There will be many obstacles, problems, and obstacles ready to confront 

and interfere with our efforts to achieve success. Success is a wallet that is 

coveted by many people. 

  Motivation is also very important in encouraging someone to do 

something by devoting energy beside that motivation is also very important 

to create even better ideas and strategies in the future. Motivation can also 

grow from yourself  from encouragement from others. 

  Motivation is very important and serves as driving force for effort 

and desire for goals. Someone makes an effort because of motivation. The 

existence of good motivation will show better results. So, I agree with the  

very important motivation on intelligence. 

  Motivation also has the main benefit of creating passion for work, 

so that work productivity increases. Meanwhile, the benefits that come 

from working with people on the move are jobs that can be done properly. 

  Having motivation will encourage them to actively complete 

various tasks according to their responsibilities. A motivated employee 

will have high job satisfaction and performance, and have a strong desire 

succeed. 

  According to the essay above, it showed that the students 

performed poorly in his organization of the essay. He did not organize his 

paragraph of the essay properly based on the correct generic structure of 

argumentative essay. 
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  The third criterion of analytic scoring writing is vocabulary. In 

general, the students performed the category level of Good to Average in 

vocabulary aspect with the total average score (15,72). Vocabulary 

contains of the correctness of word choice and usage of word and 

idiomatic. However, there are also errors made by the students on their 

writing in the vocabulary aspect especially in word choice, such as “self 

skill” – “soft skill ”, "sexual disease" – “sexual orientation ”, “ever chance 

” – “every chance”. 

  The next category of writing criterion is Language Use. According 

to the data that has been obtained, the students‟ writing an average score of 

this aspect is (16.19) and categorized as Fair to Poor In terms of language 

use, this level is caused by the mistakes in forming sentence structure 

which covers problem in the use of inappropriate word order, subject-verb 

agreement, pronouns, tenses, articles, fragment or run-on and meaning 

confused. The example of students‟ writing error in language use are as 

follows: “So, I agree with the very important motivation on intelligence” – 

“So, I agree with the importance motivation than intelligence”, “You can 

look for some motivation” – You can looking  for some motivations”, 

“when we was ready to go to public space” – “when we were ready to go 

to public space”. From the students‟ writing example, it showed that the 

students performed poorly in the aspect of language use. Language use in 

writing refers to the correctness of the use of grammar and sentence 

pattern. However, many students made error in this aspect of writing. 

Therefore, the example above is the example of essays which represents 

errors in tenses, subject-verb agreement and pronoun. 

  The last category of writing scoring aspect is mechanics. Based on 

the average score of the data, the students categorized as Fair to Poor with 

the total score 3.47 in this aspect of writing. Many students made mistakes 

in mechanics due to the problem of punctuation, spelling and capitalization. 
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Here are the examples of errors in mechanics made by the students which 

represent errors in the spelling, capitalization and punctuation.: “a women” 

– “a woman”, “ in conclusion, i don‟t agree with that statement ” – “In 

conclusion, I don‟t agree with that statement”, “Luckily they have high 

intelligence.” – “Luckily, they have high intelligence”. 

2. Students‟ Difficulties in Writing Argumentative Essay. 

  In order to support the data, the researcher also employed 

questionnaire to find out the difficulties of students in writing 

argumentative essay. The questionnaire was made based on the writing 

criteria based on Jacob et.al (1981) to answer the research question. It 

contains of 9 questions includes questions about students‟ understanding in 

writing argumentative essay, such as topic, paragraph, language use, ideas, 

arranging sentences and mechanics. Questionnaire was given to the 

students of Class 2A, which consisted of 30 students. Through this 

questionnaire, the students‟ problem in writing argumentative essay  could 

be identified. The result of the questionnaire can be seen in the table 

below: 

 

Table 4. 2 The Table of Frequency and Percentage of Questionnaire’s 

Result 

No Questions Answer Frequency Percentage 

1 Do you enjoy writing Argumentative 
Essay? 

(Apakah anda menyukai menulis 

Argumentative Essay?) 

Yes 28 93% 

No 2 7% 

2 Do you understand  the concept of 

Argumentative Essay that has been 

taught? 

Yes 30 

 

100% 
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(Apakah anda memahami materi 

Argumentative Essay yang telah 

diajarkan?) 

No 0 

 

0% 

3 Do you get difficulties in writing  

argumentative essay ? 

 

(Apakah anda kesulitan dalam 

menulisargumentative essay?) 

Yes 20 
 

67% 

No 10 
 

33% 

4 Do you get difficulties in developing 

topic that has been given? 

 

(Apakah anda kesulitan dalam 

mengembangkan topik yang telah 

diberikan?) 

Yes 18 

 

60% 

No 12 

 

40% 

5 
 

Do you get difficulties in expressing 

ideas in writing Argumentative 

Essay? 

(Apakah Anda mengalami kesulitan 

dalam mengekspresikan ide dalam 
menulis Argumentative Essay?) 

 

Yes 
 

20 

 

67% 

No 10 33% 

6 Do you have difficulties in 

organizing paragraph of 

Argumentative Essay 

 

(Apakah anda kesulitan dalam 

menyusun paragraf Argumentative 

Essay?) 

Yes 8 

 

27% 

No 22 

 

73% 

7 Do you have difficulties in using the 

right language in writing Yes 20 

 

67% 
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  The questionnaire above shows that there are several problems 

which show students to have difficulty in writing argumentative essay. 

These problems, lead to the error in the essays that students made. To get a 

deeper understanding of the questionnaire, the researcher explained in 

detail the students' problems in writing argumentative essay as follows: 

  Based on the questionnaire data, most of the class 2A of second 

semester students enjoy writing argumentative essay. This can be seen in 

the first question, there were 28 students who answered Yes with a total 

Argumentative Essay? 

 

(Apakah   anda    kesulitan    dalam 

menggunakan Bahasa yang tepat 

ketika menulis Argumentative 

Essay?) 

No 10 

 

 

 

33% 

8 Do you know about the use of 

grammar in writing Argumentative 

Essay? 

 

(Apakah anda mengetahui 

penggunaan grammar pada 

Argumentative Essay?) 

Yes 26 

 

87% 

No 4 
 

13% 

9 Do you get difficulties using the 

right grammar and mechanics in 

Argumentative Essay? 

 

(Apakah anda kesulitan dalam 

menggunakan grammar yang tepat 

ketika menulis Argumentative 

Essay?) 

Yes 20 
 

67% 

No 10 

 

 

33% 
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percentage of 93%. It can be inferred, a lot of students‟ considered writing 

is something enjoyable for them. Furthermore, many students felt by 

writing the text, it makes them to increase their writing skill and they can 

show their argument based on their point of view. On the other hand, there 

was only 2 student who answered that he did not like argumentative essay 

with a total percentage of 7%. 

  On the number 2 of the questionnaire, the researcher asked the 

students about their understanding of the concept of argumentative essay 

that has been taught. 100% students answered Yes to this question. It 

means all the students of 2A class of second semester are understood about 

the argumentative essay material. In addition to this, most of the students 

stated that they understood the material, since the lecturer explained it 

clearly. Besides, they also stated that the lecturer went through the topic in 

great detail so that they could understand the argumentative essay concept 

easily. 

  According to the question number 3, most students having 

difficulties in writing argumentative essay. This indicated by 20 students 

who answered Yes with a total percentage of 67%. The students stated 

they got difficulties in writing argumentative essay because they confused 

which tenses should be used in argumentative essay. Aside from that, 

students find it difficult to portray their ideas into argumentative essay. 

Meanwhile, students who answered No were 10 students with a percentage 

of 33% by saying they have enough knowledge regarding argumentative 

essay 

  On the question of number 4, the researcher asked students whether 

they have difficulties in developing the topic of the essay. By this question, 

there are 18 students with a percentage of 60% answer Yes. The students 

claimed that constructing the topic was challenging for them, since the 
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argumentative essay theme was difficult to produce. Meanwhile, 12 

students with a percentage of 40% answered it with No by saying that the 

topic which was given is such an easy topic and they know well before, so 

there are no difficulties for them to develop the topic. 

  Based on the data of number 5, there are 20 students with a 

percentage of  67% get difficulties in expressing ideas when writing 

argumentative essay. On the other hand, 10 or 33% students did not have 

difficulties in expressing ideas in writing. It means, most students are 

having a problem in vocabulary mastery to express ideas  when writing the 

text. Furthermore, the students who answered Yes stated that they get 

difficulties with vocabulary, especially in selecting the best words and 

expression in expressing their ideas. Students who answered No came up 

with the answer that there is no problem in this aspect since they have 

accustomed to write. 

  According to the number 6 of the question, there are 27% or 8 

students who got difficulties in organizing the paragraph of argumentative 

essay. Meanwhile, 22 students with a percentage of 73% have no 

difficulties in organizing the paragraph of argumentative essay. The 

students stated that  they don‟t have difficulties in this aspect of writing 

because they have enough knowledge about how to organize a good 

paragraph of argumentative essay. 

  On the question about language use aspect in the number 7, there 

are 20 students or 67% answered Yes. Most students answered that they 

got difficulties in language aspect because they still got confused about the 

placement of correct language structure of grammar in the text. On the 

other hand, 10 students or 33% answered No by saying they have 

understood the grammar used and have enough knowledge of the 

vocabulary so that they have no difficulties in the language use aspect. 
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  Based on data number 8 shows that there are 26  students with a 

percentage of 87%  answering Yes. The students‟ stated that they know and 

understand about the grammar used in the argumentative essay because it 

has been taught in the class and they quite familiar since the material often 

to be repeated. Meanwhile, 4 students with a percentage of 13% 

answering No in the question asking about their knowledge of the use of 

grammar in writing argumentative essay. Even though the grammar had 

been taught in class, the pupils indicated that they were still confused 

when it came to applying it in the text. 

  On the last question, the researcher asked students about their 

difficulties using the right grammar and mechanics in argumentative essay. 

Based on the result of the questionnaire, there are 20 students answered 

Yes with the percentage of 67%. Most of the students answered that they 

understood about grammar and mechanics in argumentative essay, 

however in the applying of grammar and correct mechanics in the text, 

sometimes they still got confused about the appropriate use of the aspect. 

Meanwhile, 33% or 10  students answered No by saying grammar and 

mechanics isn't a challenging subject. 

  According to the result of the questionnaire, it can be summarized 

that the students of second semester of class 2A are having difficulties in 

writing argumentative esay. Their difficulties could be included into some 

problems, they are; difficulties in developing content, vocabulary mastery, 

language use and lack of knowledge in grammar and mechanics area. 

B. Discussion 

  According to the table of 4.2 above, the students' writing test 

scores show that there  are 5 students who scored in the range of 81-100 with 

a percentage of 16% and categorized as Excellent. In addition, students who 

scored in the Good category are more than students who are at the Excellent 
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level, with a total of 25 students or 84% in the score range of 61-80. In 

conclusion, referring to the results of the writing test, in general, the writing 

ability in argumentative essay of class 2A of second semester of English 

Language Program at UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta in academic years 

2022/2023 is at the level of Good category. 

  As what the researcher mentioned above, students should really 

pay attention to the 5 aspects of writing in order to form a good essay. 

However, even though the students‟ ability is at the level of Good category, 

they still need to make an improvement to minimize the error in their writing. 

The students' writing test was assessed and analyze using Jacob et.al (1981) 

analytic scoring. The findings showed some errors were found in every 

category of aspect with the most dominant problem the students faced in 

writing argumentative essay are in language use and mechanics. These two 

aspects are in the category of Fair to Poor. It means, the students score for 

this aspect categorized low and they need to practice more and make 

improvement also learn to get to understand these aspects much better in 

the future. Meanwhile, the other aspects (content, organization and 

vocabulary) are in the level category of Good to Average. From the result 

explained previously, it indicates that the students have difficulties in making 

a good paragraph of argumentative essay and made most mistakes in 

language use and mechanic. Thus, lecturer should pay attention to this 

problem and look for appropriate strategies and methods so that students will 

comprehend the material better. 

  In order to get to know further about the students‟ difficulties in 

writing argumentative essay, the researcher employed questionnaire to 

class 2A that consisted of 30 students. The questionnaire contains 9 

questions which include questions about how enjoy students are in writing 

argumentative essay, students' knowledge of argumentative essay materials, 

and students' difficulties in writing the essay 
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  Question number one was investigated about how to enjoy the 

students in writing argumentative essay . In question number two, the 

researcher investigated students‟ knowledge and understanding about the 

concept material of argumentative essay. Question number three was 

investigated the students‟ difficulties in writing argumentative essay in 

general, while the question number 4 until 9, the researcher was investigated 

about students‟ difficulties in the aspect of writing such as, content, 

organization, vocabulary, language use and also mechanic. As for the 

questionnaire, students have varied answer and reason in responding the 

questions. Therefore, the researcher sums up the result of the questionnaire 

which related to the students‟ problem in writing argumentative essay, as 

follows : 

1. Students have difficulty in the language used and mechanics, which in 

this case is grammar, the use of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 

Many students get confused when they have to apply correct grammar 

and mechanics to their writing and cause errors.  

2. Students have difficulty in content, especially in developing topic that 

has been given. This problem is caused by various reasons. Some students 

find it difficult because they do not have knowledge of the given topic, 

besides that there are also students who find the given topic difficult. 3 

3. Students get difficulties in vocabulary. This problem causes students to 

have difficulty in expressing ideas in their writing. 

 In summary, the ability of writing argumentative essay of second grade 

students in class 2A of  English Language Program at UIN Raden Mas Said 

Surakarta is at the good level category. According to the scoring writing 

rubric, this level is not the best level category. Hence, it showed that the 

students still have problems in producing argumentative essay. This result 

supported by the data of questionnaire that showed the students of  2A of  

English Language Program at UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta still have     
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difficulties in writing argumentative essay, especially in language use and 

mechanics aspect. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclussion 

 This research aimed to investigate the ability and difficulties of 

second semester students of English Language Program in writing 

argumentative essay. Based on the data analysis, result findings and 

discussion in the previous chapter, it is revealed that the students‟ average 

score of writing is 73,8. From the result of score, it can be concluded that 

the ability of writing of second semester students of class 2A of English 

Language Program at UIN Raden Mas Said Surakarta in academic years 

2022/2023 , are at the level of Good category.  

 However, based on the writing result, students have some 

difficulties with writing argumentative essay. Some errors were found in 

the students' writing and it was identified that the students made the most 

mistakes in the aspects of language use and mechanics. In other words, 

students are facing difficulties and did not really master those 2 aspects of 

writing. This finding is supported by the results of the questionnaire, 

which showed that most of the students had difficulties in the aspects of 

language use, mechanics and vocabulary when asked to write a 

argumentative essay. 

B. Suggestion 

Following the analysis of the data and completion of the research, the 

researcher would like to offer the following advice to teachers, students, 

and other        researchers: 

1. For The Teacher 

  After figuring out the students‟ ability and difficulties in 

writing, teachers should pay more attention to the difficulties 
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experienced by students in writing, particularly in the aspects of 

language use and mechanics. Since writing is a skill that must be 

continuously practiced, teachers should provide more opportunities  

for students to practice their writing and develop strategies, media as 

well as learning methods which focus to the aspects of language use and 

mechanics that will improve the students‟ competencies and also 

resolve the students‟ problem in terms of difficulties in writing. 

 

2. For The Students 

  Students should focus more on enriching themselves in 

language use theory or grammatical form as well as mechanics in 

writing argumentative essay. Furthermore, students must also get 

used to practicing their writing skills by increasing motivation and 

practicing continuously so that the difficulties experienced in writing 

can be resolved properly. In addition, students should be more active 

in participating in class and asking the lecturer about the material 

they do not understand, particularly in language use and mechanics 

in writing argumentative essay. 

 

3. For The Other Researchers 

  The writer is aware that there are many shortcomings in 

this research. Therefore, future researchers are expected to be able 

to conduct further research related to this topic, especially in 

exploring more about difficulties of language use and mechanics 

aspects faced by students in writing argumentative essay. In 

addition, to complete this research, the researcher also hopes that 

the future researcher could find the causes of difficulties 

experienced by students in writing argumentative essay or 

finding the possibility about difficulties of language use and 
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mechanics aspects appears in another writing essay type such as, 

recount text, descriptive text, etc. The last, the writer expected that 

this research could be a reference for further research in conducting 

their study on the same fields with deeper analysis and sharper 

result 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 

Students‟ document of writing argumentative essay test. 
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Appendix 2 

Questionnaire‟s Answers 

 

 

No Questions Answer Frequency Percentage 

1 Do you enjoy writing Argumentative 
Essay? 

 

(Apakah anda menyukai menulis 

Argumentative Essay?) 

Yes 28 93% 

No 2 
 

7% 

Give reason upon the answer you choose. 

(Berikan alasan atas jawaban yang Anda pilih.) 

YES 

S1,S
16,S
21 

Sebenarnya, jawaban ini tergantung dengan topic yang dipilih, jika tema 

tersebut sesuatu hal yang menyenangkan/berkesan untuk saya, maka 

perasaan yang saya rasakan saat membuat essay itupun menyenangkan. 

S2,S
18 

Dapat mengasah kemampuan menulis saya 

S4, 
S20 

Suka aja mengungkapkan argument 

S5,S
17 

itu bisa melatih kita menulis essay nanti 

S6,S
23 

karena saat sedang menulis kadang-kadang saya jadi ingat suasananya 

lagi 

S7,S

26,S
28 

menyenagkan bisa mengungkapkan argument 

S8,S
29 

karena saya   bisa   menghabiskan   waktu   dengan   menulis-nulis   essay  

daripada menghabiskan waktu dengan bermain gadget 

S9, Karena asik 
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Give reason upon the answer you choose. 

(Berikan alasan atas jawaban yang Anda pilih.) 

YES 

S1,2
1 

Karena dalam materi ini dosen mengajarkan dengan rinci dan berulang- 

ulang, dan diberi latihan soal juga agar lebih mudah dipahami. 

S2,S
26 

Ya, karena materinya juga tidak terlalu banyak dan mudah dipahami. 

S3,S
16 

Dosennya menjelaskan dengan sangat baik , tidak terlalu cepat , dan juga 

dilaksanakan tanya jawab 

S10,
S19 

Agar bisa menyampaikan argument berdasarkan sudut pandang pribadi 

S11,

S27 

karena seru dan melatih writing saya 

S12 lumayan lebih gampang 

S13,
S30 

karena mudah dipahami 

S14 Karena membuat kita berpikir dengan luas 

S15 Ya 

NO 

S3,S
26 

Saya merasa menulis argumentative essay sedikit membingungkan  

No Questions Answer Frequency Percentage 

2 Do you understand the concept of  

Argumentative Essay that has been 

taught? 

 

(Apakah anda   memahami   materi 

Argumentative Essay yang telah 

diajarkan?) 

Yes 30 100% 

No 0 

 

 

0% 
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S4,S
17 

Ya paham 

S5,S
18 

not really, but i think i understand 

S6,S
19 

karena dijelaskan dengan jelas dan detail 

S7,S
20 

sudah dengn materi yang di sampaikan 

S8,S
22 

saya jadi mulai tau karakteristik argumentative essay itu seperti apa 

S9,S
23 

Karena muda dipahami 

S10,

S24 

Karena sudah pernah memeplajari teks argument sewaktu di SMA 

S11,
S25 

iya karena mudah dipahami 

S12,
S27 

guru yang mengajarkan gampang di mengerti 

S13,
S28 

Paham 

S14,
S29 

Karena dijelaskan dengan teliti 

S15,
S30 

Ya 

 

No Questions Answer Frequency Percentage 

3 Do you get difficulties in writing 

Argumentative essay? 

 

(Apakah anda kesulitan dalam 

menulis  Argumentative essay?) 

Yes 20 67% 

No 10 
 

33% 

Give reason upon the answer you choose. 

(Berikan alasan atas jawaban yang Anda pilih.) 

YES 
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S1,S
21 

Sebenarnya cukup kesulitan sih karena bingung aja kaliya, harus nulis apa 

dan gimana 

S2,S
22 

Kadang sulit menentukan dan mengembangkan ide 

S3,S
23 

Lumayan kesulitan 

S5,S
24 

yes, usually about grammar, topic, and vocab 

S6,S
25 

karena susah  mengungkapkan argument dgn kata-kata 

S7,S
26 

sendikit, susah untuk merangkain kalimat 

S8,S
27 

saya bingung grammar mana yang harus dipakai untuk membuat  
argumentative essay 

 

S11,
S28 

pada awal awal iya, karena masih kurang ngerti 

S13,
S29 

rada2 karena suka lupa/bingung mau nulisnya gimana. 

S15,
S30 

kadang kadang ribet 

NO 

S4 Tidak terlalu ada kesulitan 

S9 Karena mudah dipahami 

S10 Karena argumentative essay berdasarkan sudut pandang kita sendiri 

 

S12 menurut saya saya sudah cukup memahami tentang argumentative essay 

S14 Karena sudah lumayan mengerti 

S16 Tidak terlalu sih, kalo sudah menemukan topik langsung saja 

S17 Kalau sudah paham dengan topik yang akan dibahas dan sudah 

membacalebih banyak tentang topiknya, terkadang gampang untuk 

mengembangkan paragrafnya 

S18 Saya mengembangkan paragraf berdasarkan outline yang telah saya buat 

S19 Karena pada intro kita memberi tau poin poin yang akan kita jelaskan di 

masing masing paragraf. Artinya tiap paragraf membahas inti yang 

berbeda. 

S20 Jika saya sudah mendapat kalimat awalan, saya akan mudah 

mengembangkan kalimat tersebut untuk dijadikan paragraf. 
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Give reason upon the answer you choose. 

(Berikan alasan atas jawaban yang Anda pilih.) 

YES 

S2 Karena dalam penulisan esai harus dapat menguasai topik dan isi yang 

akan di tulis. Jadi memilih topik merupakan hal yang sulit 

S3 Banyakya topik yang bisa diangkat menjadi essay Dan juga suka bingung 

Apakah topik ini Cocok untuk argumentative essay atau tidak. Apakah 

pengetahuan saya mencukupi untuk Mengangkat topik tersebut dll 

S5 Karena terlalu banyak topik, terkadang bingung harus memilih topik yg 

mana, dan terkadang beberapa topik agak sedikit sulit untuk dibahas 

S13 Biasanya jika tidak ditentukan, saya bingung ingin mengangkat topik apa. 

S15 Karena terkadang bingung menentukan topik mana yang akan dibahas 

NO 

S1 Ya bagi saya sejauh ini tidak terlalu sulit ya karena bebas apa saja topic 

Nya 

S4 Sadar diri aja sih, topiknya sesuai dengan kemampuan dan minatnya aja. 

Minat bacanya perlu ditingkatkan lagi 

No Questions Answer Frequency Percentage 

4 Do you get difficulties in 

developing topic that has been 

given? 

 

(Apakah anda kesulitan dalam 

mengembangkan topik yang telah 

diberikan?) 

Yes 18 60% 

No 12 

 

 

 

40% 
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S6 Karena sebelumnya saya pernah membaca dan menonton tayangan yang 

berisi informasi tentang pendapat orang tua terhadap pembelajaran 

jarak jauh, dan juga mengalami sendiri dari orang tua saya yang 

mendampingi adik saya, jadi topik nya sangat relate dan dekat dengan 

saya. 

S7 Saya memang butuh waktu untuk menentukan topik, tapi tidak sebegitu 

lama. Biasanya saya mencari kata kunci yang memang menarik untuk 

dikembangkan. Jadi bicara kesulitan, saya pikir tidak. 

 

 

 

 

No Questions Answer Frequency Percentage 

5 Do you get difficulties in 

expressing ideas in writing 

Argumentative essay? 

 

(Apakah Anda mengalami 

kesulitan dalam 

mengekspresikan  ide 

dalam menulis 

Argumentative essay 

?) 

Yes 20 

 

 

67% 

No 10 

 

 

33% 

Give reason upon the answer you choose. 

(Berikan alasan atas jawaban yang Anda pilih.) 

YES 

S2,

S16 

Jika saya menguasai topik yang akan saya tulis, akan banyak muncul ide- 

ide berdasarkan pengalaman, browsing maupun imajinasi. 

S4,

S17 

Tentu saja jika sudah menemukan topiknya, sangat gampang untuk 

menjabarkan ide-ide. 

S6,

S18 

Ya, menurut saya ini cukup mudah karena topiknya sangat relate dan dekat 

dengan saya dan banyak dibicarakan saat itu. 
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S8,

19 

Saya telah membaca berbagai referensi. 

S9,

S20 

Seperti yang sudah saya sebutkan di pertanyaan sebelumnya, mungkin 

dalam mengembangkan ide cukup sulit juga bagi saya, karena tentunya 

butuh pemikiran yang lebih banyak lagi tentang apa ide bagus dalam 

mengembangkan essay saya. 

S11

,S2

5 

Tengah-tengah, kadang terasa mudah, kadang saya juga stuck. 

S12

,S2

4 

Semakin banyak bacaan artikel atau jurnal yang kita dapat, semakin 

banyak ide yang akan kita jelaskan. Dengan demikian, jika saya merasa 

kesulitan, hal yang harus saya lakukan adalah memperbanyak sumber. 

S13

,S2

3 

Jika ide sudah didapat, saya akan mudah mengembangkannya. Yang 

membuat saya kesulitan adalah mendapatkan ide. 

NO 

S1 Tidak terlalu, tapi kalau memang saya sudah master dalam sebuah topic 

bisa saja sih mudah dalam mengembangkannya 

S3 Karena otak saya pasti akan random berfikir tentang hal yang lain, Oleh 

karena nya saya sering ganti ganti topik jika sedang menulis essay. Jika 

topik sudah ditentukan saya akan berfikir keras dan selalu membaca 

S13 berulang Kali apa yang sudah saya tulis agar saya terus berfikir mengenai 

topik tersebut. 

S5 Terkadang idenya sulit untuk didapatkan 

S7 Tidak dengan mudah. Mind mapping adalah persiapan wajib bagi saya 

ketika menulis 

S10 Saya bingung kadang 

S14 Sering kehabisan ide soalnya 

S15 Sulit menyatukan ide ide tersebut dalam satu esai 

No Questions Answer Frequency Percentage 
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Give reason upon the answer you choose. 

(Berikan alasan atas jawaban yang Anda pilih.) 

YES 

S1 Sebenarnya cukup kesulitan sih karena bingung aja kaliya, harus 

nulis apa 

dan gimana 

S2 Dalam mengembangkan setiap paragraf dari satu paragraf ke 

paragraph 

lain merupakan salah satu kesulian dari penulisan esai. 

S3 Karena diotak saya sering terpikir dengan pembahasan untuk 

paragraphs 

selanjutnya, jadi Kadang saya loncat loncat menulis dari satu 

paragraph keparagraph yang lain sesuai apa yang saya pikirkan. 

S6 Untuk pengembangan pada body paragraph pertama, kedua, dan 

ketiga, saya masih bisa menghandlenya. Tapi, ketika sampai di 

paragraf 4, saya mulai sedikit stuck, tapi setelah melihat korelasi 

dari paragraf-paragraf sebelumnya, barulah saya bisa meneruskan 

lagi. Tapi, saya masih kurang puas dengan strong closing 

statement yang saya buat pada conclusion 

paragraph, padahal itu sangat penting dalam sebuah argumentative 

essay. 

S7 Dikatakan sulit, karena dalam menulis argumentative, diperlukan 

bahan 

bacaan yang cukup banyak. Bagi saya, itu menantang. 

S9 Dalam mengembangkan paragraf tentunya harus mencantumkan isi 

yang faktual dan harus memiliki banyak referensi juga sebagai 

isinya sehingga 

pengembangan paragraf adalah suatu hal yang cukup sulit juga 

6 Do you have difficulties in 

organizing paragraph of 

Argumentative essay? 

 

(Apakah anda kesulitan dalam 

menyusun paragraph  

Argumentative essay?) 

Yes 8 
 

27% 

No 22 
 

73% 
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S10 Saya kadang sulit untuk mengembangkan paragraph 

S11 Saya masih kurang begitu faham cara mengembangkan paragraf 

dengan 

baik saat itu. 

S14 Kadang dalam mengembangkan paragraph sering kehabisan ide 

S15 Ketika membuat paragraf kita memang sudah memiliki ide paragraf, 

namun, mengembangkan ide ini harus memiliki banyak referensi dan 

bacaan, ketika topik atau bahasan yang tidak terlalu dimengerti 

terkadang 

sulit mengembangkan ide 

NO 

S

4 

Tidak terlalu sih, kalo sudah menemukan topik langsung saja 

S

5 

Kalau sudah paham dengan topik yang akan dibahas dan sudah membaca 

lebih banyak tentang topiknya, terkadang gampang untuk mengembangkan 

paragrafnya 

S

8 

Saya mengembangkan paragraf berdasarkan outline yang telah saya buat. 

S

1

2 

Karena pada intro kita memberi tau poin poin yang akan kita jelaskan di 

masing masing paragraf. Artinya tiap paragraf membahas inti yang 

berbeda. 

S

1

3 

Jika saya sudah mendapat kalimat awalan, saya akan mudah 

mengembangkan kalimat tersebut untuk dijadikan paragraf. 

 

No Questions Answer Frequency Percentage 

7 Do you have difficulties in using 

the right language in writing 

argumentative essay? 

 

(Apakah anda kesulitan dalam 

menggunakan Bahasa yang tepat 

ketika menulis argumentative 

essay?) 

Yes 20 
 

67% 

No 10 

 

 

33% 
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Give reason upon the answer you choose. 

(Berikan alasan atas jawaban yang Anda pilih.) 

YES 

S2 Menggunakan bahasa yang lebih formal, memilih kata yang lebih 

cocok 

untuk penulisan esai dan tidak mengulang kata berkali-kali 

merupakan kesulitatn yang sering saya hadapi dalam menulis sebuah 

esai 

S3 Karena saya masih kurang menguasai kosakata formal yang 

dimana 

dipakai supaya essay yang dibuat sesuai dengan maksud dan 

tujuanya. 

S4 Nahh ini adalah salah satu faktor penghambatnya, jadi sangat sulit 

dan 

jalan keluarnya translate atau bertanya kepada teman 

S5 Kadang bingung apakah bahasa yang digunakan sudah pantas atau 

cocok 

untuk topik yang dibahas 

S10 Saya kadang sulit untuk tau apakah kata itu tepat di posisi tersebut 

S11 Lebih tepatnya tengah-tengah, kadang saya merasa kesulitan dan 

kadang saya juga merasa baik-baik saja. Tiap kali saya merasa 

kesulitan, itu dikarenakan saya sadar tulisan saya tidak bagus saat 

membacanya ulang, dan saya tau ada bahasa yang lebih baik untuk 

digunakan ketimbang yang 

telah saya gunakan pada tulisan saya. 

S12 Saya masi merasa  kesulitan untuk memilih padanan kata yang 

tepat, 

khususnya untuk esai formal. 

S13 Jika topik tidak familiar maka saya akan bingung untuk memilih 

beberapa 

kata yang cocok untuk digunakan. 

S14 Karena agak ribet sih dalam menentukan bahasa yang tepat 

S15 Sulit untuk mentransfer L1 ke L2 dalam makna yang tepat 

NO 

S1 Emm tidak begitu sulit 

S6 Karena saya sudah menyusun kerangka tiap paragraf, jadi masih 

cukup 
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mudah untuk pemilihan kata ketika menulis essay. 

S7 Sejak smt 4, saya cukup akrab dengan bacaan sumber-sumber 

ilmiah, 

maka dari itu, saya lebih mudah menentukan pilihan kata. 

S8 Topik yang saya bahas adalah topik yang saya kuasai. 

S9 Saya pribadi adalah tipe orang yang tidak terlalu sulit untuk 

memikirkan dan menentukan bahasa yang tepat untuk digunakan, 

sehingga pemilihan bahasa itu sendiri tergantung orang nya juga, 

tapi saya sendiri 

mengganggap hal tersebut bukan hal yang sulit 

 

No Questions Answer Frequency Percentage 

8 Do you know about the use of 

grammar in writing Argumentative 

essay? 

(Apakah anda mengetahui 

penggunaan grammar pada 

argumentative essay 

?) 

Yes 26 
 

87% 

No 4 
 

13% 

Give reason upon the answer you choose. 

(Berikan alasan atas jawaban yang Anda pilih.) 

YES 

S1,S16 Karena kebanyakan kalimat yang dipakai sudah familiar digunakan 

dan      biasanya penataan  kalimatnya telah dipelajari di materi-

materi sebelumnya. 

S2, .- 

S3,S21,
S27 

Karena sudah di ajarkan 

S4,S17 Mengetahui 

S5,S22 tau, tapi masih suka bingung 

S7,S28 sedikit, terkadang harus meneliti kembali 
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S9,S18 Saya menggunakan basic grammar 

S10,S29 Sudah lumayan bisa memahami grammar dalam  argumentative essay 

S11,S30 diawal sedikit bingung, tapi sekarang sudah lebih baik 

S12,S19 ya karena sudah memahaminya 

S13,S20 kayak pake  present tense gitu 

S14,S26,
S27 

Iya 

S15 Ya 

NO 

S6,24 saya masih kurang paham beberapa 

S8,26 karena saya kurang paham kata apa yang harus dipakai 

 

No Questions Answer Frequency Percentage 

9 Do you get difficulties using the right 

grammar and mechanics in writing 

argumentative essay  ? 

 

(Apakah anda kesulitan dalam 

menggunakan grammar dan aspek 

mekanika atau tanda baca yang tepat 

ketika menulis argumentative essay?) 

Yes 20 
 

67% 

No 10 

 

 

 

33% 

 

Give reason upon the answer you choose. 

(Berikan alasan atas jawaban yang Anda pilih.) 

YES 

S2,S1
6 

masih suka bingung antara yang benar dan yang salah 

S4,S2
1 

Terkadang bingung 

S5,S2
6 

Yes, terutama dalam penempatan grammar dan tanda baca 
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S6,S1
7 

Saya bingung grammar mana yang harus dipakai untuk membuata 

argumentative essay . Seringnya ragu-ragu karena takut salah 

khususnya dalam penggunaan kayak present tense gitu. Untuk 

penggunaan tanda baca juga sebenarnya sudah paham, tapi sering lupa 

dan bingung dalam Pengaplikasiannya 

S7,S2
2 

Sedikit 

S8,S2
7 

karena saya kurang paham kata apa yang harus dipakai 

S11,S

18 

karena saya masih melatih grammar saya 

S12,S
23 

kadang masih ragu sama grammar sendiri 

S13,S
28 

suka ragu2 takut salah 

S15,S

29 

Ya, suka kebolak-balik 

NO 

S1,S20 Kebanyakan tidak, namun tidak secara keseluruhannya. 
Dalam beberapa model kalimat, saya masih perlu lebih 
banyak belajar tentang grammar khususnya dalam membuat 
argumentative essay. 

S3,S24 Sudah di ajarkan 

S9,S25 karena tidak sulit 

S10,S26 Karena sudah lumayan bisa merasakan jika ada kata-kata 
atau kalimat yang tidak benar 

S14,S30 Tidak insyaallah 
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Appendix 3 

Students‟ Score of Argumentative Essay 

 

Students‟ Score of Argumentative Essay by Rater 1 

 

No 

 

Name 

Criteri
a 

Tota

l 

Scor

e 

Content Organization Vocabulary Langua

ge Use 

Mechanic 

1 Chairul Huda 22 15 16 17 3 73 

2 
Novia Wahyu W. 18 13 15 18 3 67 

3 Normala Devi 18 14 13 17 3 65 

4 Azizatul Laila R. 17 14 14 15 3 63 

5 Fadhilla Archa 23 18 18 21 4 81 

6 Khofifah Dinda S. 20 19 18 20 4 81 

7 Galih Teja N. 18 17 16 17 3 71 

8 Feren Legita P.W 17 14 14 17 3 65 

9 Annisa Dwi A. 16 14 13 13 3 59 

10 Anggie Fitri R. 18 14 14 15 3 64 

11 Lailatul M. 17 14 14 15 3 63 

12 Hanifah  Nur A. 19 15 16 13 3 66 

13 Alfie Patricia 20 16 17 14 4 71 

14 Hanna Farras M. 19 15 17 15 3 69 

15 Rista Nira A. 20 16 15 14 3 68 

16 Andini Rahma N. 22 16 16 13 4 71 

17 Lina Aulia 18 14 15 14 3 64 

18 Auni Dahliya 23 16 16 17 4 76 

19 Khanza Salsabilla 16 14 14 13 3 60 

20 Bunga Kamala 
N.A.P 

23 17 15 18 4 77 

21 Fitratul Latifah 19 16 15 16 4 70 

22 Riya Damayanti 20 16 17 17 4 74 



 
 

86 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 Marcelia Citra P.W 25 19 17 21 4 86 

24 Nabila Sigma A. 22 17 15 17 3 74 

25 Aisyah Nur F. 24 19 17 17 4 81 

26 Nusaibah Ummu I. 18 14 14 15 2 63 

27 Aliza Yorilita J 20 16 15 16 4 71 

28 Nurma Arina F 23 17 15 14 3 72 

29 Khoyrun Fatimah 23 18 17 18 4 80 

30 Nika Shofiyani 23 17 17 16 4 77 

Averag
e 

23,03 15,8 15,5 16,1 3,4 77,8 
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Appendix 3 

Students‟ Score of Argumentative Essay 

 

Students‟ Score of Argumentative Essay by Rater 2 

 

 

No 

 

Name 

Criteri
a 

Tota

l 

Scor

e 

Content Organization Vocabulary Langua

ge Use 

Mechanic 

1 Chairul Huda 23 15 17 16 4 74 

2 
Novia Wahyu W. 17 14 15 16 3 65 

3 Normala Devi 19 16 12 16 3 66 

4 Azizatul Laila R. 14 14 15 16 3 62 

5 Fadhilla Archa 21 19 17 21 4 82 

6 Khofifah Dinda S. 21 18 17 19 4 79 

7 Galih Teja N. 17 18 17 16 3 71 

8 Feren Legita P.W 17 15 17 15 3 67 

9 Annisa Dwi A. 17 15 14 14 3 63 

10 Anggie Fitri R. 19 14 15 15 3 66 

11 Lailatul M. 17 14 14 15 3 63 

12 Hanifah  Nur A. 20 16 15 13 3 67 

13 Alfie Patricia 22 17 16 16 4 75 

14 Hanna Farras M. 20 16 16 14 4 69 

15 Rista Nira A. 21 17 15 15 3 71 

16 Andini Rahma N. 23 17 17 13 4 74 

17 Lina Aulia 19 14 15 14 3 65 

18 Auni Dahliya 23 17 17 18 4 79 

19 Khanza Salsabilla 17 14 15 13 3 62 

20 Bunga Kamala 
N.A.P 

23 18 16 18 4 79 

21 Fitratul Latifah 20 17 15 17 4 73 

22 Riya Damayanti 21 17 17 18 4 77 

23 Marcelia Citra P.W 24 19 18 22 4 87 
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24 Nabila Sigma A. 21 16 16 18 3 74 

25 Aisyah Nur F. 23 18 19 18 4 82 

26 Nusaibah Ummu I. 17 15 13 14 3 61 

27 Aliza Yorilita J 21 17 15 17 4 74 

28 Nurma Arina F 22 18 17 15 4 75 

29 Khoyrun Fatimah 23 17 19 18 4 81 

30 Nika Shofiyani 22 18 17 18 4 79 

Averag
e 

22,13 16,33 15,93 16,27 3,53 69,74 
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